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       “Watch the World Stage”  
                                    Kent Ross  
  

We’re living in what seems to be dramatic developments on the world’s stage. 
The upheaval in Egypt, and around the Mediterranean ought to draw us up 
sharply. 
  
The news media is awash in video of the mobs, or crowds in the city square in 
Cairo. They are unhappy and they seem impervious to demands of a curfew. The 
army seems to be debating just how to respond. It is especially noteworthy to see 
the freeing of the prisoners from the prisons in Cairo, especially again of the Is-
lamic Brotherhood, who are committed to having an Islamic theological leader at 
the head of state, similar to what happened in Iran. 
  
They pose scenarios for us of a democratic-type of new government there, all the 
while admitting to the troubling possibility of a theocratic Imam taking control . . . 
unless the United States wisely supports the Egyptian “people,” though admitting 
no knowledge of that is to happen. Even our government leaders seem perplexed 
at what is happening and seem unsure as to what to do. 
  
In my opinion, they either are unaware of, or unwilling to admit to what must come 
to pass. Jesus said, in Matthew 16,  2He answered and said unto them, When it is 
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.  3And in the morning, It 
will be foul weather today: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can 
discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? 
  
The signs of the times are ignored or unknown to all but students who are willing 
to listen to the advice of Scripture which informs us of the end-times scenario. 
The picture is of a coalition of nations all gathering against Israel, against God’s 
city, Jerusalem, seeking her destruction. 
  
But the word from the Lord God in Joel 3 is ominous for the nations, but strong 
encouragement for God’s people and His City, Jerusalem. Note those words - Na-
tions Judged: 
 
1 “In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusa-
lem,  
2 I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There 
I will put them on trial for what they did to my inheritance, my people Israel, be-
cause they scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land. 
 9 Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war! Rouse the warriors! Let all 
the fighting men draw near and attack. 10 Beat your plowshares into swords and 
your pruning hooks into spears. Let the weakling say, “I am strong!” 11 Come 



quickly, all you nations from every side, and assemble there. Bring down your 
warriors, LORD! 12 “Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the nations on every side. 13 Swing 
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is 
full and the vats overflow— so great is their wickedness!” 14 Multitudes, multi-
tudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of 
decision. 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16 
The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the 
heavens will tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold 
for the people of Israel. 
 
17 “Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, dwell in Zion, my holy hill. Je-
rusalem will be holy; never again will foreigners invade her. 18 “In that day the 
mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of 
Judah will run with water. A fountain will flow out of the LORD’s house and will 
water the valley of acacias. 19 But Egypt will be desolate, Edom a desert waste, 
because of violence done to the people of Judah, in whose land they shed inno-
cent blood. 20 Judah will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem through all genera-
tions. 21 Shall I leave their innocent blood unavenged? No, I will not.” The LORD 
dwells in Zion!” 
 
 But surely the United States will not allow that to happen . . . except it is 
difficult to impossible to discern the entity of the United States as a presence on 
the world stage. Even Bible students have pondered that, but the Bible, God’s 
Word, says that ALL nations will be gathered together against Jerusalem. 
 

But, we ask can that be? We certainly can’t know precisely what needs to take 
place for the U.S. to lose its position as the most powerful nation in the world . . . 
but “signs” are showing. “Watch,” he said in Mark 13 - 30 Truly I tell you, this gen-
eration will certainly not  pass away until all these things have happened. 31 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  32 “But 
about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[a]! You do not know when that 
time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his 
servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to 
keep watch. 

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house 
will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 
crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 
What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

Yes, the SIGNS OF THE TIMES . . . Watch! I 
  
In our March issue, if time lasts, our focus will be on the warnings from God’s 
Word. 
 
Our focus will start with Israel, of course, but then look at portions of Ezekiel, and 
Daniel, as well as several of the Minor Prophets, and on into Revelation. 
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Arlen Rankin 

 
 Our personal library boasts a collection of hymnals and hymnologies.  Of particular in-
terest, of course, are those song books, songs, composers and lyricist poets that strike a cer-
tain chord in the heart with The Way, The Truth and The Life, the way of redemption, the truth 
that makes free, the experience of abundant life and the hope of immortality.  All these solidly 
built on the great and precious promises which God gave Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Israel, 
which were subsequently given to and confirmed by Christ and now have been given to the 
Church. 

   The Abrahamic, or Christian faith echoes from distant time, even from before the foun-
dation of the world.  Scripture passages like Genesis 3 and 12 come to mind.  Psalm 2 and 
16 and 37 and 72.  Isaiah 7 and 9 and 11 and 53 and 61 and 65.  The list goes on and on and 
comes to fruition in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 and John 3.  That faith is more deeply explained in 
1 Corinthians 15, Hebrews 11 and 12, Romans 4, Galatians 3 and James 2 with a host of 
other important texts. 

   “I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD” (Psalm 27:6b) “while I have any be-
ing” (Psalm 146:1-2).  Of utmost importance is doing so “with the spirit” and “with the under-
standing also” (1 Corinthians 14:15; compare John 4:23-24). 

   Far from the juke boxes of the darkened drinking establishments comes a corporate 
raising of a spiritual melody that harmonizes the hearts of human beings with God through 
Jesus.  (Examine Ephesians 5:14-21.) 

   That having been said, we want to share a recent, significant discovery and acquisition 
of a Nineteenth Century Church of God hymnal.  Enjoy the message. 

 Recently I received a copy of a work by Wiley Jones* that I’ve been attempting to ob-
tain for many years.  It is songbook which he published in 1877—Songs of Zion, or The Hym-
nal Casket.  The last of the 105 songs is one which he wrote, the words of which are his invi-
tation to 

 
    Come to the Saviour: 
 
   1.  Come, sinners, join the faithful band, 

   And follow sin nor more. 
   Come journey to the Promis’d Land— 
   A bright and blissful shore. 
 
   Chorus—O come to the Saviour,  
   O come to the Saviour, 
   O come to the Saviour,  
   And be forever blest. 
 
   2.  Your sin may red like scarlet be, 
   And as crimson glow; 
   Yet Christ from all can set you free, 
   And wash you white as snow. 
 
   3.   O who can speak the joys divine 
   Which Christ the Lord will give! 
   His ransom’d ones like stars will shine 
   And endless life receive. 
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 Jesus himself calls men to receive the blessings of faith by coming to him.  After 
speaking of things delivered to him of his Father, he says, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light”—Matt. 11:28-30.  This rest which he promises is 
not a temporal, physical rest, but rather an eternal and spiritual one.  We rest (cease) 
from attempting to earn salvation by merit and anticipate full salvation and release from 
the struggles of mortality in the kingdom of God (Heb. 4:1-11; Isa. 11:10; Psa. 132:13-
18).  And even with the burdens of this life we walk with a peace of God which sur-
passes mortal comprehension which only experience in truth and faith and righteous-
ness can know (Phil. 4:7, 9).  We walk with a certainty of hope that is based upon an 
immutable, faithful and loving God who is a Father to us (Heb. 6:11-19; 1 Pet. 1:18-
21).  We rest our faith in Him and His Son, our Savior. 
    As Jesus promised the Samaritan woman the refreshing “living water,” we drink 
freely of the well that springs up unto life eternal through the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the Kingdom of God (John 4:10-14).  The prophet Isaiah extends the invitation, 
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come 

ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price” (Isa. 
55:1).  It is promised in the Revelation, “I 
will give unto him that is athirst of the foun-
tain of the water of life freely” (Rev. 21:6).  
And again, “The Spirit and the bride say, 
Come.  And let him that heareth say, 
Come.  And let him that is athirst come.  
And whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). 
    Yes, Come to the Savior and receive 
the cleansing forgiveness of sins, being 
washed in his blood (Rev. 1:5; 7:14; Isa. 
1:18; Acts 22:16 with Rom. 6:3-7, 18).  “If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:31-36). 
-------- 
 
* Jones (1835-1898) was a preacher of the 
gospel of the kingdom of God as was his 
father before him.  He  wrote quite a num-
ber of works concerning this message of 
good news from the 1860s on.  The clarity, 
simplicity, earnestness and biblical nature 
of his writings is indeed a brilliant light shed 
on the shadowed paths of men.                            
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Rex Cain 

 
I’ve invited the Prime Minister of Israel here today, Benjamin Netanyahu, to speak a few minutes for 
us.  I thought I would read his address given last year at the 65th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz in Poland.   I trust your interest span is strong because anything I might say in this time 
could not be any more informative that his words considering his military experiences in the Israeli 

army and his deep understanding of the Jewish people 
and his love for Israel’s God and God’s precious Word 
(which he often quotes even on TV) regarding his peo-
ple.  Indeed, he quotes from Ezekiel in this address.  
This may be a bit unusual, but I believe it is worth our 
while to hear his words. 
 

Address By Prime Minister Netanyahu at  
Aushwitz Concentration Camp in Poland on the 65 th 

Anniversary  
of the Liberation of Auschwitz. 

As we stand here to commemorate the past, we are 
helping to build a future of decency, truth and hope for 
our two peoples and for all mankind 

�R �R 
I want to thank the Government of Poland for the historic effort it is making to commemorate the 
greatest catastrophe that befell my people and the greatest crime committed against humanity. 

We have gathered here, Poles and Jews, at the crossroads of tragedy. Our long shared history in-
cluded tremendous cultural accomplishments and the lowest low humanity has experienced. We 
were here. We remember those who froze to death; if they did not freeze to death, they were exe-
cuted by gas, burned in the ovens. We remember also that one-third of the Righteous Gentiles, 
those who risked their lives and their children’s lives and those of their families in order to save oth-
ers, were Poles. We remember all this. 

As we stand here to commemorate the past, we are helping to build a future of decency, truth and 
hope for our two peoples and for all mankind. 

Now I will speak in Hebrew, the reborn language of the people whom the Nazis sought to extermi-
nate. 

[Translation] 

The voices of millions of my people gassed, burned and killed in a thousand different ways rise out 
of this cursed ground. In the final moment of their lives, many whispered or cried out the timeless 
words of our ancient people: "Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One." (Deut. 6:4)  Per-
haps a few used their final breath to chant another age-old prayer: "Remember what Amalek did to 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at 
the Auschwitz concentration camp.  
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you. Never forget!"  [This people fought Israel first 
in the Sinai and a few times after trying to keep 
them from the Promised land / Rex]. 

To those who were murdered here, and to those 
who survived the destruction, I come from Jerusa-
lem today with this promise: We will never forget! 
We will never permit those who desecrated this 
monument to death to distort or wipe away your 
memory. We will always remember what Amalek’s 
Nazi heirs did to you. We will be prepared to de-
fend ourselves when a new Amalek appears on the 
stage of history and threatens again to annihilate 
the Jews. 

We will not delude ourselves into believing that the 
threats, vilifications and Holocaust denials are 
merely empty words. We will never forget. We will 
always be vigilant. 

The Holocaust author, K. Zetnick, in his testimony at the Eichman trial, called the death camps 
"another planet". But the horrors of the Holocaust occurred not in a far away world but right here on 
earth. It was not the work of beastly animals but of beastly men, of loathsome and despicable mur-
derers. 

The most important lesson of the Holocaust is that a murderous evil must be stopped early, when it 
is still in its infancy and before it can carry out its designs. The enlightened nations of the world must 
learn this lesson. 

We, the Jewish nation, who lost a third of our people on Europe's blood-soaked soil, have learned 
that the only guarantee for defending our people is a strong State of Israel and the army of Israel. 
We have learned to warn the nations of the world of approaching danger but at the same time to 
prepare to defend ourselves. 

As the head of the Jewish state, I pledge to you today: We will never again permit evil to snuff out 
the life of our people and the life of our own country. 

I came here today from Jerusalem to say to those who perished here: The people of Israel live! We 
have returned to our homeland, to the land of our fathers, to our capital Jerusalem. We have come 
from every corner of the earth - Holocaust survivors and Jewish refugees from Arab lands, Jews 
from the Soviet Union and Ethiopia, Poland and Yemen, Romania and Iraq, France and Morocco, 
Jews from seventy lands and five continents. 

Some who came almost didn’t make it. Barracks #16 at the Birkenau death camp, a few meters from 
here, housed a17-year old Jewish youth who suffered from the 80 lashes he received in the Ghetto 
from his Nazi tormenters. No one believed the boy would live, but he survived and escaped from the 
camp. With the victory over the Nazis 65 years ago, he immigrated to Israel. Fifteen years later, he 
was the Israeli police officer guarding Adolph Eichmann when the Jewish state brought the Nazi 
henchmen to justice. 
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That young man is Michael Goldman. With his wife 
Eva, he raised a family in Israel, and they have five 
children and nine grandchildren. Michael is with us 
here today - a witness to the Holocaust, a witness to 
the redemption. 

The Jewish people rose from ashes and destruction, 
from a terrible pain that can never be healed. Armed 
with the Jewish spirit, the justice of man, and the 
vision of the prophets, we sprouted new branches 
and grew deep roots. Dry bones became covered 
with flesh, a spirit filled them, and they lived and 
stood on their own feet. 

As Ezekiel prophesized: �R"Then He said unto me: 
These bones are the whole House of Israel. They 
say, 'Our bones are dried up, our hope is gone; we 
are doomed.'  Prophecy, therefore, and say to them: 
Thus said the Lord God: I am going to open your 
graves and lift you out of your graves, O My people, 
and bring you to the land of Israel." 

I stand here today on the ground where so many of 
my people perished - and I am not alone. The State of Israel and all the Jewish people stand with 
me. We bow our heads to honor your memory and lift our heads as we raise our flag, a flag of blue 
and white with a Star of David in its center. 

And everyone sees. And everyone hears. And everyone knows - that our hope is not lost. 
 
Netanyahu expresses hope but scripture teaches us difficult days are not over until after Christ re-
turns:  Just a couple weeks ago in a Colorado newspaper, we read: (Denver, Colorado, December 
28, 2010) -- A serious new threat to the peace and security of Israel and the people of the epicenter 
is rapidly emerging - the prospect that the Palestinian leadership will unilaterally declare their own 
independent, sovereign state as early as the summer of 2011, and attempt to divide Jerusalem, and 
that the world will try to force Israel to accept this new state rather than require the Palestinians to sit 
down and negotiate a fair and just arrangement that both sides can accept.  
 
Make no mistake: a unilateral declaration by the Palestinians is 
not a recipe for peace. It is a recipe for war. Over 450,000 Is-
raelis live in the West Bank. They are not going to quietly accept 
a Palestinian government in Ramallah deciding their fate. Nor will 
these Israeli settlers allow the Palestinian police to forcibly re-
move them from their villages, towns and cities. Especially Jeru-
salem. They will fight back. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu would be under enormous domestic political pressure 
to back these Jewish citizens with the force of the Israeli military, 
and should violence intensify, he would likely order the IDF into 
battle. The results would not be pretty, and the Palestinian peo-
ple would pay a heavy price. 
 

eHerald Page 9 



Jerusalem and the volatile Middle East, gets the attention of the whole world.  Why?  Well, I suppose 
some of it is self-serving.  We wouldn’t want a war in the mid-east to interrupt our oil supplies.  But, 
everyone knows nuclear weapons are scattered all over the sands of the Middle East.  It would only 
take a small miscalculation on someone’s part to set off a conflagration that would ignite the whole 
world. 

 
Zechariah warns us: THE WORD OF THE LORD 
CONCERNING ISRAEL; THUS SAYS THE 
LORD, WHO STRETCHED OUT THE HEAVENS 
AND FOUNDED THE EARTH AND FORMED 
THE SPIRIT OF MAN WITHIN HIM: (Zechariah 
wanted us to understand exactly who is speaking 
– the God of creation, the one who created the 
cosmos, the earth and the miracle of human ori-
gin) LO, I AM ABOUT TO MAKE JERUSALEM A 

CUP OF REELING TO ALL THE PEOPLE. ON THAT DAY I WILL MAKE JERUSALEM A HEAVY 
STONE FOR ALL THE PEOPLES; ALL WHO LIFT IT SHALL GRIEVOUSLY HURT THEMSELVES. 
AND ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH WILL COME TOGETHER AGAINST IT.  (Zech. 12:1-3) 
 
When will these things happen?  When will the “nations of the earth” 
come against Jerusalem?  It is no secret that the media and the world 
“have-it-in” for Israel.  Even the Cleveland Plain Dealer takes the obvious 
side of the Arab world when writing about events there.  Even the car-
toons depict Israel as the bad guy?  Recently, they had a cartoon of the 
Palestinian man and his boy huddled against the wall with bullet holes 
spelling out, “Holy Land.”  Implicating it is Israel who starts these brush 
fires and who is the aggressor.  Tell me why Israel, that tiny tiny nation 
compared to the Arab League Nations that is 50 times its size would 
want to provoke the whole world against them?  To think they start these 
wars that turns nations hostile against them is ridiculous.  Israel is strug-
gling to survive let alone stirring up wars that could lead to World Wars.  
It’s ludicrous to think Israel wants this. 
 
So, when will the “nations of the earth” come against Jerusalem?  Well, many Arab leaders meet of-
ten with Russia, China, Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and distant countries like Korea and 
Libya who could provide them with weaponry and technology.  When these powers can consolidate 
and feels confident that they could drive Israel into the Mediterranean Sea, then I think the nations 
will pounce on Israel with the pretense of maintaining Middle East peace…among other reasons. 
 
Ezekiel spoke directly to this issue.  Let’s listen to him (inspired of God) to tell us exactly why these 
powers (Iran, Ethiopia, Libya, Turkey, Russia – all mentioned by name in the first 5 verses of Eze. 
38) are coming down upon Jerusalem. 
 
And for a different sound, let me read it from a paraphrase… 
 
EZEKIEL 38:10-16   (The Msg.) 
God is here speaking to Ezekiel about Gog whom virtually every scholar believes to be Russia in the 
“far north” as the scripture puts it. 
10-12 "'Message of God, the Master: At that time you'll start thinking things over and cook up an evil 
plot. You'll say, "I'm going to invade a country without defenses, attack an unsuspecting, carefree 
people going about their business—no gates to their cities, no locks on their doors. And I'm going to 
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plunder the place, march 
right in and clean them 
out, this rebuilt country 
risen from the ashes, 
these returned exiles and 
their booming economy 
centered down at the na-
vel of the earth." 

 13 "'Sheba and Dedan and 
Tarshish, traders all out to 
make a fast buck, will say, 
"So! You've opened a new 
market for plunder! You've 
brought in your troops to 
get rich quick!"' 

 14-16 "Therefore, son of man, prophesy! Tell Gog, 'A Message from God, the Master: When my peo-
ple Israel are established securely, will you make your move? Will you come down out of the far 
north, you and that mob of armies, charging out on your horses like a tidal wave across the land, 
and invade my people Israel, covering the country like a cloud? When the time's ripe, I'll unleash you 
against my land in such a way that the nations will recognize me, realize that through you, Gog, in 
full view of the nations, I am putting my holiness on display. 
 
God speaks here of an “evil plot.”  The RSV puts it, “you will devise an evil scheme.”  The CEV puts 
it “evil plan.” Somehow, some way, the allies of the nations which immediately surround Israel de-
velop a plan that evidently (which may be in the works as we speak.  As I said earlier, diplomats are 
constantly traveling and visiting other nations from the Middle East.  We can be sure they’re not dis-
cussing conservation of the whales in the Mediterranean Sea) … develop a plan that will appease 
on-looking nations of the world that all this is justified.  The nations will protest (v. 13) – maybe 
through the U.N. - but they won’t get involved in this explosive conflict.   
 
You’ll notice God says he allows this multitude of nations to invade to do what?  SO THAT EVERY 
NATION ON EARTH WILL KNOW THAT I, THE LORD, AM HOLY (v. 16).  How does God do that?  
Well, if you read the rest of the chapter (and the next) you would see, but in a word, God brings 
judgment and brings Christ to destroy the nations and establish righteousness.  So, if we should we 
be living when this invasion occurs (and it could be at any time, I think), we will know the end of the 
age is upon us, God’s judgment is ready to fall, and Christ’s return is at hand.     
 
It has been a long time coming but after 63 years of the existence of the state of Israel (1948), the 
key issue seems to have come down to the destiny of the city of Jerusalem. 
 
We know Jerusalem will survive and be the capital of the world where Jesus will reign and sit upon 
His throne, but not before some difficult times.  Let me read part of the verse I read before:  2 “I am 
going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be be-
sieged as well as Jerusalem. 3 On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against 
her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure 
themselves. 4 On that day I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness,” declares 
the LORD. “I will keep a watchful eye over Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations.  (Zech. 
12:2-4 niv) 
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The unsolvable Middle East problem that brings the dawn of the 
Kingdom age begins with a storm and ends – thanks to God’s 
intervention – in eternal peace.  Even in this scientific, space ex-
ploration and space-station age, it’s still the old stone walled ru-
ins of Solomon’s temple that keeps the eyes of the nations on 
alert to Jerusalem and many people’s in constant fear for what 
could happen.   
 
After we read about the nations invading Israel in Eze. 38, we 
read in Eze. 39 how God through Christ intervenes against the 
multitude of nations that came down to destroy Israel. At v. 12, 
God says people will be continually employed to cleanse the 
land of debris.  At v. 14, God says after 7 months of general cleansing of the land, there will be 7 
more months of a more detailed search of the land.  This is the “mopping up” operations of bodies 
not found in the first recovery operations – this goes on for many months after the war is over. 
 
We then read: Eze. 39: 21 “I will display my glory among the nations, and all the nations will see the 
punishment I inflict and the hand I lay on them. 22 From that day forward the people of Israel will 
know that I am the LORD their God. 23 And the nations will know that the people of Israel went into 
exile for their sin, because they were unfaithful to me. So I hid my face from them and handed them 
over to their enemies, and they all fell by the sword. 24 I dealt with them according to their unclean-
ness and their offenses, and I hid my face from them. 

 25 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will now restore the fortunes of Jacob and will 
have compassion on all the people of Israel, and I will be zealous for my holy name. 26 They will for-
get their shame and all the unfaithfulness they showed toward me when they lived in safety in their 
land with no one to make them afraid. 27 When I have brought them back from the nations and have 
gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of 
many nations. 28 Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, for though I sent them into exile 
among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind. 29 I will no longer 
hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the people of Israel, declares the Sovereign 
LORD.” 
 
Fortunately for us, we know how it all ends.  We give God the praise for that.  If it weren’t for His giv-
ing us His Word, we would be in total darkness about any of the events of this world we live in.  We 
EVEN know what’s going to happen to the dead!  That’s because God has given us Light and under-
standing and insight – providing for all His followers a peace that passes understanding.  (Phil. 4:7) 
 
Jerusalem may be in turmoil now, but remember, God is in control. 
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                                                                          By Peggy Winner  
 
 
 
When God created grandparents,  
He made them in a special way, 
He created them to be His “helping hands”,  
To help children from day  to day. 
 
God knew children needed extra love and care,  
Sometimes more than they received at home, 
So He decided parents needed a “helping hand”,  
So children wouldn’t  ever feel unloved and alone. 
 
Many grandparents help care for their grandchildren  
While their parents are away from home, 
Many parents  work long hours to provide for their families,  
And children can only talk to them by phone. 
 
God created grandparents to be a reflection of His love,  
To be an example in all they say and do, 
He gave them a responsibility to share their faith,  
To teach their grandchildren about God and how to obey Him too. 
 
God created grandparents with a heart of love,  
To see their grandchildren with their heart and not their eyes. 
God made them to see their grandchildren’s inner beauty  
And look past their outer disguise. 
 
God made grandparents with helping hands,  
That  were never to busy  to give a hug,  to help, and to play, 
He  gave them two listening ears that were always open ,  
To hear everything a child had to say. 
 
God made grandparents with loving arms,  
To hug and hold a child real tight, 
This helps a child feel love and secure,  
Whenever they get scared and have a fright. 
 
God made grandparents with a mouth to speak,  
The words a child needs to hear, 
To love them, to encourage, and to comfort,  
Words that bring a child joy and  not  fear. 
 
God made grandparents with feet who walk;  
They aren’t in a hurry wherever they go, 
They take time to stop and look around,  
Grandparents walk at a slower pace, you know. 
 
Being a godly grandparent is what God desires from us,  
A “helping hand” to  grandchildren is what He needs, 
Thank you God for giving us our grandchildren to love,  
They are a blessing to us indeed 
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By Wally Winner 

 
“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him,  

and His righteousness to children’s children. 
(Psalm 103:17) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Grandfathers are a special breed 
Of kinfolk, all their own. 

They love you and hug you, 
And spoil you to death. 

And then, they send you home. 
 

Their names are Peyton, Ashby, Colby, Laursen, Emma, Wyatt and Kate.  I call them my grandchil-
dren.  They call me “Pepa”.  Their “Mema” should write the book on grandparenting.  They bring a lot 
of joy and laughter.   
 
I am fortunate enough to have them all live within a mile of me. It gives us opportunity to provide 
quick babysitting services, sleepovers, swimming/water events, wiener roasts, cookie making mo-
ments, park outings, etc.   We climb trees, blow bubbles, color pictures, carve pumpkins, make cas-
tles in the sand, pick flowers, chase the cats, bath the dog, hammer nails and saw wood.  I am ex-
tremely blessed when I stand to preach to have all my children and grandchildren present as part of 
the congregation.    
 
It is in God's plan that grandparents have a significant influence on their grandchildren.  I want to 
provide them love, encouragement and an example. 
   
God's Word exhorts, "Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the 
things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your 
children and to their children after them" (Deuteronomy 4:9 NIV).  
 
Further instruction is given in Deuteronomy 6:1, 2. These are the commands, decrees and laws the 
Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess, so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long 
as you live by keeping all His decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy 
long life. 
 
I am reminded of how this plays out in Scripture.  Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife.  Isaac 
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lied about Rebekah being his wife.  By the time we 
get to Jacob, the family “trait” is no longer disguised.  
His name means “deceiver”.  Deceive he did and 
mostly to his father-in-law Laban.   It comes back to 
visit him when his sons deceive him about Joseph’s 
death. As the twig is bent, so grows the tree. 
   
In contrast is the beautiful note Paul makes about 
Timothy.  “The precious memory triggers another: 
your honest faith – and what a rich faith it is, handed 
down from your grandmother Lois to your mother 
Eunice, and now to you!” 2 Timothy 1:5 The Mes-
sage)  
 
Grandparenting brings special years of joy. This be-

comes even more important if the grandparents know the Lord and are walking with Him.  The nice 
thing about grandchildren is you aren’t too busy supporting them to have time to enjoy them. 

 
I feel the freedom to boast about the ex-
ceptional qualities of my grandchildren. I’m 
ready to share the amazing progress and 
feats of my grandchildren. Mema is not the 
only one able to display numerous pic-
tures. You are my friend if you allow me to 
show you my grandchildren. I secretly 
question the intelligence of anyone who 
fails to recognize immediately how extraor-
dinary my grandchildren are. 
 

But with all the joys come certain re-
sponsibilities.  God expects, I think, 
all grandparents to do some funda-
mental things. There are certain prin-

ciples I see need to be at work.   
 
The child is a grandchild .  Pepa and Mema are not 
responsible before the Lord for raising the child. The 
parents bear full responsibility, and while we enhance 
our grandchildren’s life, we do not direct it. Interference 
by us can quickly cause wounded feelings, bruised rela-
tionships, and long-lasting resentments. 
 
Be cautious about interfering.  Parents often are sen-
sitive and resent advice and intrusion.  We need to re-
strain open disapproval of our grandchildren or the way 
they are being raised.  Open criticism gains nothing and 
may merely alienate my children. We need to avoid 
countering parental standards. Our children have the 
right and the responsibility to set the standards by which 
their children live, and we must respect those stan-
dards. 

The Whole Winner Family 

Baptizing Granddaughter Peyton 

Parent Dedication Service for Laursen 
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Pray for them.  We have an unparalleled opportunity to pray 
for our grandchildren and to watch God work in their lives. If 
we see mistakes and misjudgment in the parenting, we 
need to ask God to step in.  Perhaps no one else in the 
world prays for your grandchildren but you. God will cer-
tainly hear your prayers. Perhaps your children are living 
apart from God so their children receive no spiritual training. 
Pray for your grandchildren, and influence them where you 
can. 
 
Reinforce parental teaching.   If your grandchildren are 
living in a Christian home, you can contribute to their lives by reinforcing and demonstrating the 
same values in your home that they see in theirs. Let them hear you pray. Occasionally give them 
gifts that have spiritual significance. Our own children have been greatly enriched because they 
have seen their grandparents' dedication to the Lord. My mother would buy each of her grandchil-
dren their first Bible when they started school.  My children watched their grandparents worship to-
gether.   
 
Be an elder counselor.  Perhaps your grandchildren's Mom and Dad are 
busy, discouraged, or problem-oriented. You may be able to offer under-
standing, care, and acceptance. Most people can quickly point out their 
parents' negative qualities, but they remember their grandparents with 
kindness and warmth. That's because grandparents have the chance to 
influence without enforcing unwelcome restrictions. Take advantage of 
your position and foster the love and respect of your grandchildren. 
 
Be honest with your children.  If you can't babysit, or don't want to, say 
so. If you find that their children don't meet the standards you expect in 
your home, say so; but again, avoid personal criticisms.                               
 
Don't demand time . Your grandchildren may have full schedules and 
can't always accommodate your wishes for seeing them frequently. 
 
Don't invade the privacy of your children's homes.  They have a need to develop a family struc-
ture, style and traditions of their own. Make every attempt to fit in with their plans and to contribute to 
their pattern of life. 
 
When we give the respect and encouragement to our children to parent, we can exert a strong 
influence on our grandchildren and God ex-
pects that.   
 
God gives grandchildren as an evidence of 
His blessing, as a sign of the continuity of life, 
and as a joy in old age. Welcome them and 
respond to the joys they bring. I always enjoy 
seeing the bumper sticker, "Ask me about my 
grandchild." Wouldn't it be great to see a 
bumper sticker that said, "Ask me about my 
grandparents"? That will be the attitude of our 
grandchildren if we take our grandparenting 
task seriously.                         - 
 

Pumpkin Carving 

Roasting Wieners 

Pepa Cooling off with the Grandkids 
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BY PEGGY WINNER 

Thank you God for my grandparents,  
who love and care for me, 
They treat me like I'm someone special,  
And love me unconditionally. 
  
They are not young or as energetic as my parents, 
They don't hurry me or seem to be in a rush 
They always have time to listen, 
They are patient and don't seem to fuss. 
  
My parents say they really don't know these people, 
through the years they seemed to have changed, 
They seem to be more patient and understanding, 
then the ones who raised them, their actions  are not the same. 
  
My grandparents never think I'm being silly,  
Whenever I want to pretend, 
That I'm a teacher at school or some other grown-up, 
Or when I talk to an imaginary friend. 
  
I love to go to my grandparent's house, 
What fun times we have while there, 
Sometimes we play games or do other fun things, 
Other times we just read stories or watch movies while sitting in a chair. 
  
I like playing games with my grandpa, 
He doesn't seem to mind if I win 
Sometimes when I try to change the rules, 
He just laughs, it doesn't seem to bother him. 
  
Sometimes we help our grandma, 
To make cookies while we are there, 
She lets us put in the ingredients, 
As we stand up on a chair. 
  
My grandma doesn't seem to mind messes, 
Like toys and blocks, and stuff, 
She lets us be creative,  
Doing finger painting, play dough, and such. 
  
 Many memories are made at my grandparents house, 
My cousins and I have so much fun while there, 
Whether swimming or swinging, playing tag or riding bike., 
When it’s time to go home we are filled with despair. 
  
Sometimes grandma and grandpa try to play ball, 
They are not as fast as my parents and me, 
Yet, I don't really care and have fun just the same, 
It’s  just great to be with them you see. 
  
Every child should have a grandparent, 
If you don't, adopt someone who cares, 
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There is always snack time at my grandparent's house, 
We love cookies, popcorn, and ice cream. 
We do have to eat some regular food too, 
But the snacks are much better it seems. 
 
Sometimes when grandma and grandpa take me for walks 
We talk about things that we see, 
Of how God has made all of creation, 
And how God is always watching over me. 
  
Many memories are made at my grandparents house, 
My cousins and I have so much fun while there, 
Whether swimming or swinging, playing tag or riding bike., 
When it’s time to go home we are filled with despair. 
  
Sometimes grandma and grandpa try to play ball, 
They are not as fast as my parents and me, 
Yet, I don't really care and have fun just the same, 
It’s  just great to be with them you see. 
  
Every child should have a grandparent, 
If you don't, adopt someone who cares, 
So you'll have someone to love you, 
And many fun times together you can share. 
  
Dear God thank you for my grandma and grandpa, 
I love them with all my heart, 
I know they love me too, because they tell me, 
They are your gift to me from my start. 
  
  
  
 

��
�������������������
  
As I spend time with  my grandchildren, 
Help me to teach them about God and his care' 
So they'll understand the importance of a loving God, 
And to teach them the He is always there. 
  
I pray that as my grandchildren look at me, 
A reflection of God's love they will always see, 
And my life, a witness to them I'll be, 
From now until eternity. 
 
In Jesus Name, 
Amen 
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 Daniel Smead 

 
 
Being familiar with what people in the Bible went through 
to serve God can make is harder to complain about your 
own life. God’s plans sometimes call for us weak humans 
to deal with a lot. But familiarity with the Bible also makes 
you aware that we can receive all the strength we need 
to take on anything God asks of us. One of the biblical 
people whose struggles I have tried to envision is Amos. 
Maybe after some background to get a sense of his 
work, you will be able to get a mental image of him as 
well. 
  
Probably we all recall that when in the time of Moses God guided the people out of Egypt the He-
brews hadn’t really lived as a nation up to that point. They were given the opportunity to take up resi-
dence in the promised land almost immediately, but that generation’s disobedience prevented it. In 
effect God sentenced them all to die outside the promised land – but, being patient, God allowed 
many of those deaths to take years to occur as they wandered in the wilderness. About forty years 
later one of the two survivors of that generation, Joshua, led the next generation into the land we 
normally call Israel. And for a while they had judges, and everyone did what they wanted to. 
 
It was to be hoped that God’s judges would guide the people toward wanting to do right, but that was 
part of the job for Moses and Aaron, too, and it hadn’t worked out smoothly. Some of the judges had 
great success in motivating the people and keeping them together. With others things didn’t go so 
well. But God kept working with the people. 
 
The time of the judges went on for decades; perhaps sometimes multiple judges were active at the 
same time, working with different tribes. But the time of the judges ends, and we have Samuel, the 
last of the judges and the first of the prophets who anoints a king – in his case, two kings. He anoints 
Saul, and the time of the kings goes well for a little while. Maybe it was only a few weeks, we don’t 
really know how long, but Saul fails God and won’t repent of it. God decrees that Saul’s family line 
won’t rule the nation, but God allows Saul to continue as king, but God tells Samuel he needs to 
anoint a new king. Years pass before David eventually becomes king, in fact both Saul and David 
are allowed to lead the nation for forty years, as will Solomon after them. David screws up too, be-
fore having his son Solomon, and in effect God says I loved David – who was so good at repenting, 
whereas Solomon wasn’t – I’m going to rip the country in two, but because I loved David so much I’ll 
wait until David’s son is dead to do it. 
 
Why doesn’t God change the royal family again? God had already promised David that a son of his 
would rule the nation forever (Jesus, of course; 2 Sam. 7), but it is hard to see God as boxed in to do 
things a certain way. We might see it as mercy, but it certainly wasn’t because God downplayed the 
sin which was taking place. At times we are informed that some things take place to guard God’s 
reputation (Num. 14:11-23; Ezek. 36:22). It allowed doubling up on object lessons, too. Later God 
declares that the people will not be reunited until the great promised king rules both parts, so maybe 
dividing the nation was a symbol of the limited power in David’s line until that time. 
 
So God waits for Solomon to die and then makes this change – waiting not because Solomon is so 
great, but because of God’s great love for David. Ten of the tribes become their own country in the 

Pastor Daniel Smead & Family 
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north, and this larger part of the country uses the name “Israel” which formerly belonged to the 
whole nation. Though they are the larger part that may be confusing, since it seems to us that the 
smaller part, which includes the tribe of Judah and goes by the name “Judah”, maintains better con-
tinuity with the nation’s heritage – for one thing, they keep the Temple in Jerusalem. The first north-
ern king, Jeroboam, was quite conscious of that issue and put up idols in the north and south of his 
new country in the hope of giving his citizens an alternative to worshipping at Jerusalem. He pro-
vides two golden calves, and says this is Israel’s God who brought them from Egypt. Perhaps he 
knowingly quoted what Aaron said of his golden calf at Sinai (Exod. 32:8; 1 Kings 12:28, 29). 
 
Just about one fourth of the kings of Judah after that point are actually good, as the scriptures de-
scribe it. Only for that few does God say you did it, or at the very least you repented well. But, per-
haps building on the foundation of Jeroboam offering the people idols to worship, Israel ends up with 
no kings who do right. Not one. 
 
And that is part of what makes Amos’ role so striking. Amos is one of those lovely prophets who gets 
to preach to Israel, the northern part, where it was always possible that the king would try to kill you 
for saying what God wants said. The area where just supporting the worship of God at the Temple 
might be seen as treason toward a human king as you seek to serve the heavenly king. Amos does-
n’t just speak about Israel, he also comments on Judah’s failings, but it is pretty clear that his main 
role was to speak to Israel. He arrives on the scene in the time of yet another king of Israel who 
does not serve God well – but not just any king. He speaks during the reign of Jeroboam II, named 
after the original king of Israel. Jeroboam II was apparently one of Israel’s two strongest kings – po-
litically and militarily (the other was Omri). He ruled for 41 years – almost a reversal of the wandering 
in the wilderness, for many it was a time of physical strength and prosperity. The question was 
whether they were able and willing to acknowledge the spiritual famine they were experiencing. 
 
It has been said that maybe Israel’s period of strength under Jeroboam II came because God was 
offering the people one last chance to change, showing divine power in protecting the people and 
asking for a positive response. But the response was not positive. You can read about this period in 
2 Kings 14:23-29. You can also get a feel for God’s attitude about this period in the book of Hosea, 
who wrote around the same time as Amos. 
 
Amos begins: “The words of Amos, one of the shep-
herds of Tekoa – what he saw concerning Israel two 
years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was king of 
Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Is-
rael. He said: ‘The LORD roars from Zion and thunders 
from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds dry up, 
and the top of Carmel withers.’ ” (1:1, 2). And he goes 
through a judgment on different nations from the area. 
He addresses Damascus (the capital of Syria); he ad-
dresses Tyre (of Phoenicia); he addresses Moab (to 
the east); he addresses Judah – and now he is getting 
close to home. With most of those nations the com-
plaint is that they mistreated the captives of God’s 
people, people harmed in war they sold into slavery. 
But with Judah Amos starts talking about spiritual sins 
– “they have rejected the law of the LORD” (2:4). “I will 
send fire upon Judah” (2:5). Maybe, hearing this, 
Amos’ audience was pleased for a moment – this was 
judgment for people Israel had a difficult history with. 
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But it is in discussing the failings of Israel that Amos really gets on a roll. He describes their past, 
and how God had guided them, and protected them, and brought them along – and how they fell, 
and didn’t choose to serve the LORD. Maybe we should be surprised, but even in Israel, that northern 
nation which didn’t involve itself in worship at the Temple, people were looking forward to the “day of 
the LORD”. They knew enough of their own history to think God would bless Israel at that point, but 
they were not making preparations to be who God wanted them to be. So Amos said: “Woe to you 
who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? That day will be dark-
ness, not light. It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered 
his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the LORD 
be darkness, not light –  pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?” (5:18-20). 
 
Those words present an image of thinking you are home free, and then meeting your doom. I know 
that people in Amos’ time wouldn’t be rushing out of an eerie night to turn on a light switch when 
they arrived home, but that is the image that comes to my mind. The words make for an odd coun-
terpoint to the New Testament’s “Come, Lord Jesus” – because the coming of Jesus is connected to 
the coming of the Day of the LORD, we can’t have one without the other. 
 
But Amos’ words were directed toward people who weren’t thinking clearly about what God wanted. 
He has another great line in chapter six: “Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who 
feel secure on Mount Samaria” – woe to those who considered that all would be well with them, in 
their power and comfort, but who were not interested in improvement, or in helping others. 
 
Despite all the book’s images of loss, God intends to do good, to help and bless. “ ‘In that day I will 
restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to 
be, so that they may possess the remnants of Edom and all the nations that bear my name.’ . . . ‘I 
will plant Israel in their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,’ says 
the LORD your God.” (9:11, 15) 
 
We have no scripture to say that Jesus ever mentioned Amos. But with what Jesus said in John 10, I 
wonder how much he had in mind Amos’ complaint about complacent people. You can review the 
chapter. It builds off the conflict about Jesus healing a man born blind – on the Sabbath, of course. 
People not only get angry with Jesus for healing the man, they get angry with the formerly-blind man 
for defending Jesus, and they kick the man out of the synagogue. And Jesus goes back to the man 
and tells him “for judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see 
will become blind” (which makes a nice connection with Amos’ warning about the dark day of the 
LORD). This leads to a discussion of the Pharisees, who complacently thought they were well off. 
 
Amos set out to speak to a whole nation of people who had been made weak at times, however mili-
tarily strong they were at the moment, and who may have felt justified in taking their weakness out 
on others. They looked forward to the Day of the LORD, figuring they were Abraham’s offspring and 
heirs to the promises. But God had offered a covenant, and that required something from both sides. 
The people weren’t giving themselves like they were supposed to. Jesus doesn’t make the connec-
tion very explicit. He comments about the idea of what these men had done by speaking about hired 
hands who don’t truly care for the sheep, versus a good shepherd who truly cares about the sheep. 
Amos, by the way, says he was a shepherd of literal sheep, but God had called him away from that 
to speak to God’s flock (7:14, 15). 
 
It can be difficult to wrap our minds around the people in the northern tribes, Israel, being God’s 
flock. They went along for hundreds of years with no good king, and the kings guided the conduct of 
the people. So why did God even let Israel exist by this point? We might ask. But God worked there. 
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He allowed Elijah and Elisha to serve there, doing great miracles and being recognized as His ser-
vants. He had Amos minister there, and Hosea, and others as well. But why? It can be so easy for 
us to look at the public face of an issue and think it is all bad. Even Elijah fell into that trap, he 
thought he was alone in Israel as a servant of God. And what does God say to him? “I still have 
seven thousand people in this land who have never bowed the knee to Baal.” Abraham once bar-
gained with God about the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and it got down to the point of saying “if 
there are ten righteous people in those cities, don’t destroy them.” I don’t know how many people 
God wanted in Israel to keep that nation going, but 7,000 was enough. That was 7,000 who were 
willing to defy Ahab and Jezebel; maybe we shouldn’t be surprised that such a group of 7,000 was 
enough. 
 
We could look at the land Jesus ministered in with the same superficial perspective. Why was God 
at work there? Herod was so evil. Pilate was so corrupt. The Pharisees were so arrogant. Well, 
some poor illiterate fishermen were getting the message. Some tax collectors were listening, 
whether that was from the side of the road or up in a tree, they were hearing, and Jesus was making 
a difference. And his very willingness to face opposition with love was a testimony to the truth he 
spoke. 
 
Amos spoke two years before “the earthquake,” recall. It was a landmark event. And the country did 
not end with that event. Maybe, without the work Amos did, something else would have taken place 
in Israel. We know that Jonah’s ministry pushed off Assyria’s destruction. Do we know that nothing 
similar ever happened with God’s people in Israel? Perhaps, if we were able to, we could write at the 
top of the first page of various Old Testament prophets “allowed Israel to keep existing for ten more 
years” or twenty, or thirty, or only a few months. 
  
When Amos spoke, some of the people listened. It may only have been a small impact, but some 
recognized that he was not just a shepherd from Tekoa, he was a shepherd serving God. And they 
changed. 
 
When Jesus speaks of shepherds in John 10 he says the sheep recognize the voice of the shep-
herd. The hired hands, with their self-centered attitudes, just don’t sound the same. And the sheep 
don’t listen to them. That doesn’t mean that a lot of other people in the country wouldn’t be taking in 
what the hired hands say, but the sheep don’t listen. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand runs away when the wolf comes and lets the flock be attacked, or when the 
thief arrives. We could take all this in the direction of David, the shepherd. Yes, he would fight lions 
and bears for his flock, but he didn’t lay down his life for them. He fought wars for them, but he didn’t 
die. I can imagine Amos dying. I can imagine that, oh, within five chapters of history after Amos fin-
ished speaking what we have in his book, he was a dead man. 
 
That is one of my imagined postludes to the story: “Chapter 12: Amos Gets Killed” – but he wasn’t 
around to write chapter 12 so we don’t have it. It wouldn’t be a huge surprise. Remember, Elijah 
himself was so frustrated from serving God in the northern kingdom that he asked God to kill him. It 
can’t have been a very positive outlook for God’s prophets in Israel. 
 
Jesus was able to do more for the sheep than simply die for them. Jesus was in a position to bring 
them to life. “The reason that my Father loves me is that I choose to lay down my life – only to take it 
up again.” Amos had authority to speak, and then die, perhaps being killed. But he trusted the one 
who gave him that authority that it was worthwhile. When that great banquet comes, the wedding 
supper of the lamb, I can imagine that people will gather around Amos and ask him to tell more. 
“What was ‘chapter 12’ like?” And Amos may say “No, no, no. I only lived until about the year 800 – 
I’d really like to hear about your time. You saw so many things I never experienced. And I lived in a  
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country where people didn’t want to live for God, and God’s servants were killed for serving. You 
lived in a time when people were free to speak, and you could say whatever God revealed to you, 
you could share everything that would help those around you. Tell me about your time.” 
 
Jesus died to allow us to have life, and to live more abundantly. Jesus died with the authority to take 
up his life again, so he would be around to help us in our abundant lives. 
 
People speak to me sometimes about the sun not shining. And frequently I respond that the sun is 
shining, we just can’t see it because the clouds are in the way. I think it is worth remembering. Our 
difficulties don’t change reality – God is real, and powerful, and loves us and has saved us through 
His Son. And God desires us to serve in this world. 
 
And God intended us to work together, to all be one flock, caring for each other and relying on each 
other. We have one shepherd after all, one good shepherd who is willing to die for us. He already 
did it, he proved his point. And he lives. Never be led astray by the words of a thief who seeks to 
have you be complacent, who wants to take away the life Jesus struggled so hard to give you. What 
if 90% of the people who lived in Amos’ time in Israel thought that what they were experiencing in 
terms of comfort and peace and security, or unease and conflict and doubt, was the important thing 
about their lives? Some listened to Amos, and learned. Maybe a lot of the people who listened to Je-
sus thought he was interesting, but hearing him made no big difference for them. Some listened, and 
the world has been changed. 
 
Amos heard from God what to do, and he didn’t have to worry about his choices. I can imagine him 
saying to some objecting official, or relative: “God has given me the authority to speak nine chapters 
worth of truth. At the end of those nine chapters I may never see my sheep again, but those nine 
chapters will be worth it.” 
 
God may have assigned you to speak three chapters of truth. He may have assigned you to speak 
four books worth of everyday conversation with a few verses of truth mingled into it. Or maybe you 
are to be the strong silent type and simply perform one miracle at the right moment. I don’t know. 
Whatever your work is, it won’t always be easy, but we can trust it will be worth it. 
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Bruce Reye 

 
In a recent edition of the Miriam Webster dictionary when they reprinted the dictionary they added a 
few words. In fact the reprint included 10,000 new words; words that were intended to bring us up to 
date. 
 
They added words like “phat” (pronounced fat) which means great or wonderful. “Dead presidents” 
was added and it means paper money or paper currency.  Mc-Job was also added and it means an 
un-stimulating low paying job with little or no benefits.  
 
It is my understanding that the criteria for words being added is nothing more than popularity con-
test. If a word seems to have a lot of widespread usage and if it gets a lot of attention then appar-
ently that is all it takes for the word to qualify to be added to the dictionary.  
  
However with all the new words and slang that has become part of our everyday language one of 
the most common phrase was originally used in the com-
puter industry. Unfortunately I believe that this term has 
also made it into mainstream usage into Christianity and 
the church and its impact has been unbelievable. 
 
The term I am referring to is “User Friendly”   
 
The term user friendly is a term that was and still is used to 
describe computer hardware and software that is easily 
understood and that can be easily operated by someone 
who is not too computer savvy; much like those yellow and 
black books that might say “Computer for Dummies.” 
 
The term “User Friendly”  when applied to the church de-
scribes a church that is usually unhealthy and a church in 
which its ministry is not challenging to you or anyone else that is a part of that church. This type of 
church will not challenge you to change your old ways. We often hear the word repent and when we 
do we think of change. However, the word repent might never be spoken in a user friendly church.  
 
In practice it has become an excuse for becoming worldly amusing and entertaining in an attempt to 
attract the un-churched or the people that just want to belong to an organization and usually those 
types of people want the church to be a non-Christian type of organization. Although I cannot take 
credit for the term; the word or term that I am referring to is worshiptainment. It is usually much the 
same thing. 
 
The user friendly church will accomplish all this by appealing to their fleshly interests. This church 
will normally live with the idea that it really doesn’t matter what you believe because we serve the 
same Jesus and because he is a man of love; often times forgetting the Jesus who overturned the 
money changers in the temple.  
 
The biggest problem with the “User Friendly” church is that they become so preoccupied with mak-
ing the church acceptable to the non-believers that in doing so they spiritually neglect the true be-
lievers and their spiritual needs. 
 
Doctrine is not important anymore; it doesn’t matter what you believe because to a user friendly 

Bruce & Jackie Reye 
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church there is always a grey area no matter what; there is no such thing as black or white. This kind 
of thinking undermines the Biblical truths that we all hold so dear to our hearts. 
  
One measuring stick for seeing how user friendly a church has become is to see how much empha-
sis or de-emphasis is put on Biblical preaching. 
 
As a church slowly falls into the user friendly mode you will notice a difference in the sermons and in 
the type of sermons being delivered. No longer will you hear provocative or convicting sermons. You 
will not hear sermons that tell you the Biblical difference between right and wrong. Instead sermons 
will be replaced with a lot of music and clever skits and possibly a video or two?  
 
If there even is a sermon it will be more physiological and motivational than it will be Biblical.  
The biggest concern will be that the service is very entertaining and user friendly because we sure 
do not want to hurt anyone’s feelings.  
 
I do not know any preacher or teacher that would intentionally want to hurt someone’s feelings; my-
self included. We must however remember that there may be times when reading God’s Word and 
understanding what His commandments are, that we might often times get “our toes stepped on”.  I 
believe that this is good for us to have our toes stepped on every once in a while because it reminds 
us that we are not quite as perfect as we might think we are.  
 
The messages at the user friendly church are usually clever and witty and extremely practical. I 
doubt you would ever hear anything about hell, fire or brimstone because the idea of referring to us 
all as sinners might drive people away instead of making them feel welcome. People are no longer 
willing to admit a shortcoming especially in a “me” society.  
 
It could easily be called “Light Gospel” or “Diet Gospel.” It is a lot like diet or fat free butter; it has the 
same salvation as the old time religion but with one-third less guilt.  
 
How do we dare tell people the truth as we believe it, they might not like it.  
 
The sermons at the user friendly church will often touch on current events and the sermon is usually 
very short. It will be a message of salvation but salvation from what? The message will be a mes-
sage that will try to save you from a meaningless and empty life instead of a message of the salva-
tion from a future judgment. The reality is that this kind of message is more of a soft sell.  
 
Whatever happened to the old fashioned revival type meetings? You remember the ones where the 
preacher was loud and proud and excited to preach the truth of God’s Word.  
 
I am sure that the pastors and leaders of the user friendly church would not consider their messages 
as compromising. After all they are experiencing growth and success; at least on the surface.  
 
They fail to understand that by decentralizing the Scripture and avoiding the hard truths that they are 
compromising………………PERIOD. Jesus told us in Luke 9:26  what happens when we become 
ashamed of him when he said, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the 
Son of Man be ashamed when He comes in His glory, a nd the glory of the Father and of the 
holy angels” 
 
Jesus did not seem to worry about making the seeker comfortable. He just said what needed to be 
said because he knew that his message was a confrontational message.  
 
When you remove sin from the messages and do not confront it head on then in my opinion you 
compromise the message. It is like trying to sneak in the back door and not be noticed. The modern 

eHerald Page 25 



pulpit is weak but it is not weak because of clever messages and wonderful videos. It is weak be-
cause men are afraid to speak the hard truths of God’s Word powerfully and with conviction.  
 
Often we seem to forget the words of the apostle Paul when 
he said in 2 Timothy 3:16-17  16All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, fo r cor-
rection, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man 
of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work. 
 
If the words came from God then why be ashamed to boldly 
proclaim them?  
 
2 Timothy 4:1-4  says 1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of  Christ Jesus, who 
is to judge the living and the dead, and by His app earing and His kingdom:  2preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebu ke, exhort, with great patience and in-
struction.  3For the time will come when they will not endure so und doctrine; but wanting to 
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for t hemselves teachers in accordance to their 
own desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the truth and wi ll turn aside to myths.  
 
I fear the user friendly church is more concerned about giving the people what they want to hear in-
stead of what they truly need to hear biblically. The doctrine of the Bible becomes not near as impor-
tant as giving people what they want to hear (tickling their ears) for the sake of numbers.   
  
I am concerned about the pragmatic church growth trend because it seems like the strategy is to fo-
cus on the un-churched mainly to entertain them. I believe that this strategy is a failing one because 
churching the un-churched accomplishes nothing of eternal value.  
 
There is another side affect because as the user friendly, seeker friendly church begins to grow and 
it begins to grow with people who have been baptized into a watered down gospel that assures them 
that positive feelings, or affirmations about Christ equal genuine conversion. What has happened 
now is we have multitudes of people who may not be authentic Christians indentifying with the 
church. The church is literally invaded with the world’s values, the world’s interests, and the world’s 
citizens. It is not an invasion prompted by hostility; in some cases people are just responding to a 
church survey. The question then becomes who is really sowing the tares?      
 
I believe that it is important for us to realize that our worship to God is more than feeling good and it 
is so much more than having our ears tickled to meet our expectations.  
 
My prayer for you is that your church is a home because there is a difference between a house and 
a home. We are all of the family of God and we all need a soft place to land when we fall; and we all 
will fall from time to time.  
 
Remember that you will receive from your worship experience only that which you are willing to put 
into it.  
 
As pastors, leaders and teachers we should be more concerned about understanding God’s Word 
then we are about entertaining people and getting a good laugh. We should be more concerned 
about teaching and understanding the truths of scripture then we are about how entertaining the ser-
vice is. 
 
We are not actors or entertainers; we are servants of the One True God. 

Worshipers at the Chapel Hill 
Church in Urbana, Ohio 
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A sermon preached at the Bethel Church of God, Pelz er SC 

 
Jeff Fletcher 

 
 
 I like a good mystery every now and then.  A good story to get involved with for a few hours and 
read or watch and shut everything else out.  I like to see how early into the story I’m able to figure it 
out.  Usually, I do a pretty good job.  But a few years ago I went to see a movie called Sixth Sense.  I 
knew nothing about the movie when I went to see it, but someone told me it was worth seeing. 
(Warning: Spoiler) 
 
It was a story about a very successful child psychologist who is shot at the beginning by one of his 
former patients because, as he said “you failed me!” 
 
After he is shot we fast forward several months and see the Psychologist, played by Bruce Willis, 
attempting to connect with a new patient, a young boy who is having trouble adjusting to his parents 
recent divorce and is mercilessly teased by the kids at school.  We discover that the little boy has a 
secret.  He finally trusts the therapist enough to disclose the secret… “I see dead people” and if that 
weren’t enough he adds “They don’t know they’re dead”. 
 
Now, the irony we discover at the end of the movie is that the child psychologist who is trying to help 
him, is in fact, himself dead, but he doesn’t know it yet.  In the process of helping the young boy deal 
with his “gift” of talking to dead people, the boy helps him accept his own death and move on. 
 
So, it was a good mystery and it had me fooled.  Of course, the Movie was not true… we know from 
a careful study of the Bible that dead people don’t really “speak”.  The Bible clearly teaches that 
when a person dies they go to their grave where they are in a state of unconsciousness… the Bible 
frequently uses the term “sleep” to describe the current state of the dead. 
 
Psalm 90:5  says “You sweep men away in the sleep of death” 
Ecclesiastes 9:5  says: “For the living  know  that they will  die ,  but the dead know  nothing… 
  Death is a state of unconscious, unawareness. 
  But there is a hope for life beyond death… at the resurrection… 
Daniel 12:2  speaks of “multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth  
will awake”. 
Job 19 25  “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth 26 And 
after my skin has been destroyed,  yet  in  my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him  with my 
own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!” 
 
Consistently, throughout the Bible, Death is compared to sleep, the dead remain in the grave uncon-
scious, but at the resurrection they will awaken and have their bodies restored… only their newly re-
stored bodies will be incorruptible…I Corinthians 15 says it clearly: “52in a flash, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. 53For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality.” 
 
It is only then, at the Last Trumpet, at the end of this age, when Christ himself returns, that the dead 
will be raised and we will be made immortal, meaning, we will be like Jesus is now, unable to die 
again. 
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So, if we believe the Bible, we know that there are no ghosts wandering around speaking to us… I 
know that my father, who died seven years ago, is not up in heaven watching me… and he’s not 
haunting whoever is living in my parents old house in Louisiana or anywhere else.  He is sleeping in 
his grave… and when Jesus comes back, hopefully soon, he will be raised up and made immortal.  
He will be made new again.  It won’t be a body that was eaten up with cancer and made weak and 
frail.  It will be a healthy, strong, immortal body. 
 
The Dead don’t speak, because they are dead.  And yet, in a way, the dead do still speak.  And the 
Bible uses this metaphorical language to describe the dead. 
 
There’s a TV show about Forensic Pathology called Autopsy, with Michael Baden, former chief 
medical examiner of New York City.  Its catch phrase is that the dead still speak to us… in this case, 
as Forensic Pathologists perform autopsies and study the bodies of those who have died, they learn 
about the causes of death by “asking” questions of the dead bodies.  Now, we know they are speak-
ing metaphorically.  The dead bodies don’t literally start talking to them with their mouths.  They 
speak to them through microscopes and various tests. 
 
When Cain killed Abel God said to Cain “Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the 
ground.” Genesis 4:10  Now, no one imagines that Abel’s blood was literally “crying out” to God from 
the ground.  God is using figurative language here.  Abel was dead, but his blood was crying out for 
justice. 
 
Several years ago a Nun from New Orleans, Sister Helen Prejean befriended 2 young men who 
were on Louisiana’s Death Row awaiting execution for horrific murders that they committed.  Her 
book is titled: Dead Man Walking, which is what the Prison Guards call out when a condemned pris-
oner is being escorted to the Electric Chair or Gas Chamber to receive their Lethal Injection. 
 
They aren’t literally “dead men who are walking” but metaphorically speaking, they are dead…
because they are condemned by the state and are going to be executed, so they are as good as 
dead. 
 
Hebrews 11 could easily be labeled “Dead Men Talking”.  It contains a summary of many of the 
great men and women of Faith in the Bible who, although they are long dead, through Faith are still 
speaking to us through God’s word. 
“Dr. Anthony Campolo once did a study in which 50 people over the age of 95 were asked, "If you 
could live your life over again, what would you do differently?" An array of responses came from 
these eldest of senior citizens. However, three answers constantly surfaced far more than others. If I 
had it to do over again, I would reflect more. If I  had it to do over again, I would risk more. If I 
had it to do over again , I would do more things that would live on after I a m dead .” (Source: 
Chuck Norris- http://www.creators.com/opinion/chuck-norris/on-charlton-heston-kirk-douglas-and-
aging-well.html) 
 
Now, how does that happen…. How do we create things that live on after we die?  Art…museums 
are filled with paintings and sculptures made by those who have long since died- Rembrandt, Monet, 
Leonardo da Vinci.  The music of Mozart and Beethoven and Bach and Handel is still enjoyed long 
after their deaths.  The Poems of Homer, the Plays of Shakespeare, the stories of Steinbeck, the 
movies of Hitchcock and De Mille… they live on long after their creators have died.  Whenever we 
watch the 10 Commandments, DeMille’s vision of Moses and the Exodus lives on.  In a way, al-
though he is dead, he still speaks to us. 
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Technology makes it possible for the dead to still speak- film and audio tapes can preserve the 
sound of their voice.  Cogcast is doing a wonderful job of taking old Songs and Sermons and pre-
serving them and broadcasting them.  E. Richard Smith is asleep in the Bethel Cemetery and yet 
recently he has had his sermons broadcast around the world via the internet.  He was preaching 
once again. 
 
Recently I heard a sermon that my Father preached in Virginia in 1953, he was 21 years old and his 
voice sounded to me like a kid, which he was.  He would be amazed to know that seven years after 
he fell asleep in death he was preaching the Abrahamic Faith to people in Australia. 
 
 “We would do more things that lived on after we died. “ 
 
That’s pretty significant, isn’t it?  When you think about it, most people, after they die, are only re-
membered by about 3 generations.  I love my grandfather, Joe Fletcher, born in 1896 in Sussex, 
England, moved to Canada when he was only eight years old,  he was a godly man, raised his fam-
ily in the Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith.  Was an elder in his Church for many, many years.  
He died when he was 98 ½ years old.  We have a couple of pictures of him in our house.  But my 
children didn’t know him.  The oldest 3 met him once or twice, but by that time he was already pretty 
senile… he wasn’t the same vibrant, funny, energetic man I knew.  And they hear me tell stories 
about him sometimes… but he is dead… and his sons, my Dad and my Uncle are dead… and if the 
Lord delays his coming, one day I’ll be dead… and pretty soon there won’t be anyone left alive who 
remembers him and tells stories about him and he will fade from living memory. 
 
The Rose Gardens that he planted have mostly died, the house that he built will decay and one day 
fall down, he created no masterpieces of art, wrote no books, and left behind no great fortune…. 
But his faith will live on…. The faith that he taught to my Father, and My Father taught to me, and I 
teach to my children and when they have children they will pass on to their children and then to their 
children’s children…. And the faith that he shared when he taught his Sunday School class at 
Church and when he preached…  and that he shared with his neighbors, and when he went to visit 
people in the Hospitals and the Nursing homes,  that faith lives on… and so, as long as his faith lives 
on, he will live on. 
 
The whole message of Hebrews 11 is that the dead still speak to us, by Faith. 
 
Hebrews 11:4 Says of Abel “by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.”  Abel is in the ground.  
He is asleep, awaiting the resurrection when Christ comes.  And yet, by faith, he is still speaking to 
us.  Just as his blood cried out from the ground to God, his faith still speaks to us today.  Now, Abel 
never built a cathedral, he never painted a painting, he never wrote a book, in fact, as far as we 
know he never even married or had children.  He was a simple man who raised sheep.  Yet he had 
a heart that loved God and he was moved by his faith and love of God to freely take the best of his 
flock, to sacrifice it and present the best of it, the fat portions, to God.  You can read about it in 
Genesis 4.  This was before the law.  This was a freewill offering.  Abel Loved God and wanted to 
worship God by giving the best of what he had to God.  And God was very pleased with this sacri-
fice. 
 
Abel’s simple sacrifice born out of love for God and Faith, which happened nearly 6000 years ago 
half a world away, still speaks to us.  Jesus referred to Abel in his teaching, and the writer of He-
brews uses it here as an example of faith. 
 
 You see, you never know what impact a simple act of faith will have. 
A young boy brings his lunch of bread and fish and listens to Jesus preach.  People are hungry, 
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there are thousands there listening to Jesus…what is a few fish and some bread to so many peo-
ple?  And yet, in  faith, he offers his little fish sandwich and Jesus takes it and feeds 5000 men plus 
women and children.  2000 years later this little boy is long in the grave, and yet his faith in Jesus 
still speaks to us here. 
 
Jesus goes to the temple and sees a widow putting in two small coins… small in comparison to 
many other offerings being made that day, yet it was an act of extreme faith on her part, for it was all 
she had.  She gave God everything.  2000 years later, we still speak of her faithful giving. 
   
 Shortly before Jesus died a woman came with an alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume and 
poured it on Jesus’ head.  Jesus was so touched by her act of extravagant love and faithfulness that 
he said “wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, 
in memory of her.”  She has long ago gone to sleep in the grave, and yet she still speaks through 
faith. 
 
The writer of Hebrews goes down this list of those who have died, yet their faith still speaks. 
 
Enoch is dead, but he still speaks by faith.  He was the 7th generation from Adam.  According to 
Jude he was a prophet.  Genesis says that he walked with God.  Some people read Hebrews 11:5 
and what it says about Enoch and they get confused because it appears to say that Enoch was 
taken away by God without dying.  Indeed some of the modern translations make it sound that way.  
In this case the old King James does a better job of staying faithful to the original Greek text than to 
the New American Standard and New International versions.  Hebrews 11:5 says: “By faith Enoch 
was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: 
for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” 
 
Herbert Armstrong has written an excellent article on this which I will make available to any who wish 
to study in more depth what happened to Enoch.  But let me summarize by saying that it’s a mistake 
to conclude that Enoch went to heaven without dying.  For 2 reasons: 1.  to believe that would be to 
contradict Jesus who said: “"No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man" (John 3:13).   And  2.  Hebrews 11:13 speaking about Abel, Enoch, 
Noah and Abraham says “All  these people were still living  by faith when they died .”  Enoch was 
among those listed who were living by faith when they died.  All means “all”…  The entire group!  
Enoch is one of the “All”… therefore, Enoch died.  So, whatever Enoch’s “Translation” or “taking 
away” means, it CAN’T mean that he didn’t die.  As Hebrews 9:27 says “It is appointed unto man 
once to die.”  Armstrong concludes from his study that Enoch died an untimely death… he was 365 
when he died… that seems old by today’s standards, but remember, he was living before the Flood 
when people lived to be 900 years old.  In fact, everyone listed in Genesis 5 lived to be at least 700 
except for Enoch.  Armstrong believes that the evidence indicates that Enoch was martyred as a 
prophet at a much younger age than normal, and that God did not allow those who killed him to 
desecrate his body, so that “God himself” took Enoch’s body and buried it at a place known only to 
him… in much the same way that he did for Moses when he died, and possibly Elijah.  In addition, 
the death that God spared Enoch from is not the first death, the one that all of us face, but the sec-
ond death.  The writer of Hebrews was saying that, because of His faith, Enoch was martyred, but 
God buried him himself and Enoch will be spared the second death, the one which follows the final 
judgment. 
  
Enoch is Dead, but he still speaks by Faith.  He was willing to prophecy against sin in his day, it cost 
him his life, but he still speaks by faith today. 
 
Noah is dead, but he still speaks by Faith—both Jesus and Peter referred to Noah in their teaching 
and preaching. 
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Abraham is dead, but he still speaks by faith.  Imagine, a 100 year  old man who lived as a nomad, 
wandering through the land of Canaan, who went most of his life thinking that he and his wife Sarah 
would never have children, and yet, 4000 years later half a world away there are people who call them-
selves the Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith.   Jesus said that “Abraham rejoiced to see my day”.  
Abraham died before Jesus was born, yet, through the eyes of faith he looked forward, he saw it “at a 
distance” (Hebrews 11:13). 
 
Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac because he believed in the resurrection.  Abraham is 
dead, but he still speaks by faith. 
 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses’ parents, Moses himself, Rahab the prostitute, Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, David, Samuel… they all are dead, but they all still speak through faith. 
 
They all died, and, when Hebrews was written they still had not received what was promised.  They 
were and are still asleep in the ground, waiting for the sound of the trumpet, the voice of the archangel 
at the coming of Jesus. 
  
Why? Hebrews 11:39 says that “only together with us will they be made perfect.” 
 
That will be at the Resurrection, when Jesus comes back to wake us from our sleeping in the ground, to 
give us our new, immortal bodies, when we will reign with Christ on the earth along with Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Noah, Moses, Rahab, David, Abel, and Enoch, Elijah,and Elisha, and E. Richard Smith 
and my Grandfather, and My Dad and My Uncle Art, and Ruth Vaughan, Mac Gregory, Tilman Gentry 
and Joe Shaw, Ida Mae Davenport and the list can go on and on of  our loved ones who lived before us 
lives of faith, and who  died trusting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, who passed on their faith to 
us in their teaching and preaching and their very lives of faith, who, though they are now asleep in the 
grave, they still speak to us through faith.  We are their legacy.  Our Church, our faith is the legacy they 
left behind. 
 
And now it is up to you and me.  If the Lord’s return is delayed, what legacy will you and I leave behind? 
   
Remember, those who lived to be 95… “we would have done more things that will live on after we die.”  
When you live a life of faithfulness to God, in faith, you continue to speak long after you have died. 
 
When you teach, when you encourage others in the faith, when you give your free will offerings out of a 
heart filled with gratitude toward God,  when you serve, when you share your faith with others, when 
you love the least of these in Jesus’ name, you are living a life and leaving a legacy and your life will 
speak long after you have gone to sleep in the grave. 
 
What are you doing with your life?  Do you want your life to matter long after you have stopped breath-
ing?  Then spend your life serving God in faith.  All that you do in faith to God, in response to what he 
has done for you in giving Jesus as your savior, is an investment that will last for all eternity in the Com-
ing Kingdom of God. 
 
Will you commit today, to creating a life that will speak forever?  If Christ’s coming is delayed, one day 
you will die, you will join those who sleep in the ground…don’t you want your life to count for something 
that will last forever? 
 
Ask yourself some hard questions this week… what changes do I need to make in how I live my life, in 
my passions and priorities? 
 
Houses crumble, fortunes are lost, possessions get burned in fires, are destroyed by floods, get rusty, 
get sold for taxes, or are given away to Goodwill, sold at auctions or fill up landfills… but a life invested 
in the things of God will pay dividends that last forever… who knows, one day you too could be a “Dead 
man Talking”. Or a Dead Woman Talking…. 
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Dale H. Swartz 

 
The text selected for today’s message, Acts 17:16-28, includes 
Paul’s famous sermon on Mars Hill where he explained to the 
Athenians about the unknown God. The people of Athens were 
very superstitious with regard to religion as they worshipped multi-
ple gods and they had statues erected in the market place to com-
memorate belief in the existence of these gods. So as to not forget 
anything or anyone, they even had a statue erected to the 
“Unknown God”. It was about this god/statue that the Apostle Paul 
decided to direct his thoughts. In his discourse Paul explained that 
this god, whom the Athenians called “unknown” and worshiped in 
ignorance, was not a god of stone, but in fact was the living Al-

mighty God creator of heaven and earth. Paul also told the Athenians about Jesus, the Son of God, 
who died for them and that God, now expect all people everywhere to repent. The early Christians 
were excited about Jesus and his message and they made a real difference. Followers, like the 
Apostle Paul, were so “turned on to Jesus” that they had a reputation that preceded them. Act 17:6 
says, “These men who have upset the world, with the message of Jesus, have come here also. 
(Italics mine)   
 
Today, Jesus has many different titles which describe what and who He is. He is our Savior, He is 
the Messiah or Christ, He is the Son of God, and he is our Lord. A question that comes to mind is 
whether or not modern day Christians know what these titles mean and whether they know how they 
should live their lives in light of the meanings of these titles? 
 
Most people understand what it means for Jesus to be their Savior. They know he died to save us 
from our sins, Matt. 1:21, by being crucified on a cross after the tide of popular opinion turned 
against him. Most people believe, as the Apostle Paul did, that Jesus “died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures” (1 Cor. 14:3-5).  
 
I believe that most Christians understand that Jesus is the Christ. Whether they really understand 
that Christ is a title rather than Jesus’ last name is another thing. Jesus is Israel’s Messiah. Messiah 
is a Hebrew word that means ‘God’s anointed one’. One fact that many people may not understand 
is that the title ‘Christ’ is simply a Greek form of the Hebrew word ‘Messiah’. Both words mean 
‘God’s anointed one’. The title Christ or Messiah fitting as the Apostle Paul in Acts 17:30 & 31 said 
“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent, because he has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteous-
ness though a Man whom He has appointed having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from 
the dead.” Jesus is the man chosen by God who will carry out His plan and his desire on behalf of all 
mankind. 
  
Where the waters begin to get ‘muddy’ theologically is when we begin to consider Jesus as the Son 
of God. Most Christians will acknowledge and re-affirm Peter’s confession of Matthew 16 that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God of the living God. But then they muddy the waters by doing a verbal 
and contradictory about face by saying that not only is Jesus the SON of God, but Jesus is also 
GOD. By his very statement itself, Peter acknowledges that Jesus is not God at all, but the SON of 
God. I’ll be honest; I don’t know how such a simple statement as Peter’s confession of Matthew 
16:16 could get so twisted.  

Dale & Cheryl Swartz 
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At this point in this lesson, we need to stop and analyze a concept call ‘the principle of agency’. This 
concept is not a difficult idea to grasp, but instead is simple and makes sense. Understanding it, 
though, can cause a ‘crisis of faith’ for those who believe that Jesus is God, because it answers 
problem texts that Trinitarians use to ‘plead their case’. Since the Bible clearly does not advocate or 
teach the trinity, the principle of agency makes perfect sense.  

 
In a nut shell, the principle of agency is this. God 
is immortal which means He cannot die, so God 
provided a man, the human Jesus, to bring man 
into a right relationship with God. Mankind is 
also sinful and God, on the other hand is holy. 
His very nature therefore prohibits face to face 
interaction with man. That is why the Apostle 
Paul tells Timothy that Jesus is a mediator be-
tween God and men, and that this meditator is 
the man Christ Jesus. Now here is how the prin-
ciple of agency works. God wants to have a per-
sonal relationship with man whom He created, 
but man is sinful and scriptures says no man can 
look upon the face of God and live. So Jesus, 
who is the Son of God, but also the Son of man 
serves as our High Priest, interceding on our be-
half. Just before ascending to heaven, Jesus 
promised His followers that He would not leave 
them as orphans, but would send another com-

forter to help us, guide us, teach is and live within us. This comforter is the Holy Spirit, which is 
God’s power and influence in our lives. As God’s agent Jesus works in our lives today through that 
same power. The Apostle John discusses this interaction of Jesus working on God’s behalf and us-
ing the Holy Spirit to have power and influence in our life. In John 15 John uses an illustration of the 
Vine and the Branches and show that success in the Christian life is only possible if this Vine and 
Branch illustration is put into practice. Looking at John 15 closely we see that Jesus is the vine and 
we Christians are the branches. In order to be useful, productive and producing branches we must 
remain connected to the vine. By doing so, the ‘sap of the vine’, which is the Holy Spirit, can provide 
the necessary nourishment and nutrients to help us bring forth good health fruit. These healthy 
branches are then prune in order to become stronger and more productive. It is the branches that 
bring forth fruit, not the vine which means WE are to be producing the fruit as the Holy Spirit works 
through us.  
 
This discussion of the principle of agency as well as John 15’s illustration of the vine and the 
branches brings us to one of the most acknowledged titles for Jesus, yet probably the most ignored 
title of Jesus; the title of Lord.  
 
I’m only guessing, but I would venture to say that almost all Christians consider Jesus to be their 
Lord, and they sometimes verbally claim it and profess it, but do not know what ‘making Jesus Lord 
of their lives’ really entails; they don’t live it day to day. This is not a new problem; it was also a con-
cern of Jesus in His day. We know this to be true because in Luke 6:46 Jesus said “Why do you call 
Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what I say?” Today, like then, people say one thing and do something 
totally different. The world teaches us to be independent in our thinking and our actions, but this is 
not the Biblical way. 
  

Litchfield Church of God 
Litchfield, MN 
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The word Lord in Gk. is “kurios” pro-
nounced (Koo’ ree os) which means su-
preme authority, controller, Lord, or mas-
ter. If we say Jesus is Lord of our life, He 
must be the one that controls our life. 
Have you ever known someone who was 
a controller? Have you ever said to 
someone whether it was your spouse or 
someone else: “Boy, you’re really con-
trolling”? Sure you have; and maybe 
you’re one of those people who tend to 
control others. Well, the person who 
REALLY needs to control us is Jesus. If 
He is truly Lord in our lives we will then 
let him control our lives and we’ll put our 
complete trust in Him. It’s easier said 
than done as we live in  the world, striv-
ing not to be of  the world. The problem 
of the Lordship of Jesus Christ is also 
not going to go away. The Scriptures re-
veal that the problem will exist in the last 
days, and may be one of stumbling 
blocks that will keep people, who think 
they’re Christians, from receiving eternal 
life at the second coming. In Matthew 
7:21-23 Jesus says: “Not everyone who 
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven but only he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 
and in Your name cast out demons, and 
in Your name perform many miracles?’ 
Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; you who practice lawlessness.’”  
  
Jesus needs to be our Lord every day of 
our lives. Over and over the Bible talks 
about doing  the Father’s will. Many peo-
ple only claim it verbally, they don’t live 
it. In the above quoted passage Jesus 
said people would be able to distinguish 
true Christians by the ‘fruit’ they exhib-
ited. Everything we do and everything we 
say must be with Jesus in mind. Jesus 
must be the object of our faith. If He is, 
then we will have a living faith and our 
good works will follow. If you have any 
life changing decision to make, may it be 
that you make Jesus the Lord of your 
life!   
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