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I What's Our Purpose?
- Truth is and ought to be our one of our core values. That is why, over the years, have carefully studied

the text of the Bible, believing God gave it to us through his servants the prophets. By reading, learning it,

studying it, discussing it, we seek to come to the truth implanted within it by the hand of the Lord.

Much of Christendom is in error in understanding those things revealed by the Lord. Of course, many,
perhaps even most, disagree with our understanding of the Bible. Some have wanted to somehow
compromise with the so-called orthodoxy, yet there seems to be no way to do so, and remain true to the
Scriptures.

We insist that God is One, but so, seemingly, does most of Christendom, but in fact they do not. Their
one God is comprised of three, which somehow, impossibly, is three, yet only one. When there is discussion
on this point it usually deteriorates, and those who hold to the three-in-one position find themselves unable
to defend their position with the Bible and must resort to the Catholic councils (325-481 ca). Those councils
took positions that are yet today inexplicable, and defenders resort to usage of words used in no other
format.

The same is true of other “orthodox” doctrines. Man’s immortal soul is not found in Scripture and even
doctors of theology admit that, yet remain somewhat fearful of saying otherwise, and use language to
obfuscate the issue completely. The “hell” of orthodoxy is not Biblical, but is more dependent on Dante’s
~Inferno than on the Bible’s position. Language studies confirm this over and over again by all linguists.
" Heaven as a reward for the righteous completely ignores and misunderstands the concept of God's Eternal
Kingdom, which Jesus is prophecied to return and establish it here on earth, not in heaven.

With so much error abounding in Christendom is becomes imperative that we, though small and
seemingly alone, maintain our positions of what is true. While we are often looked at as holding heretical
positions, itis Infact so called “orthodoxy” that holds heretical positions according to God’s Word. It is only
on that, the Bible, that we can stand and do naught else!

Year of Education

To what'is the Church called? To be Defenders of Truth? Yes, but not only Defenders of Truth, but
teachers of truth. Teachers to those in error, but also to those in ignorance, or who lack knowledge of the
Scriptures. Fhere is a place for those who would battle with defenders of orthodoxy, who debate them, but
there is a need for others.

To that end, we need others to be teachers, especially of our own children. It is good that we are
producing an AdultQuarterly of lessons that truthfully propound the truth of the Bible, but that is not enough.

In the past, we have produced children’s material that remained faithful to the Bible. Right now there is
work being done t nsider once again producing our own material to ensure that it is Scripturally-
based. Too often our churehes have utilized orthodoxy’s own materials, which are bright, and colorful and
exciting, butthey o hincorrectly about God, about His Son, Jesus, about the Kingdom and on and
on.

Colorful, bright and ex€iting may be good, but it is not better than truth. Yes, often those materials we
produced lacked the color and art and teaching kits, and somehow that became our excuse to use materials
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that often had non-truths within lessons and left

confused states of mind. We tried to maintain truth,

even by stripping in new lines of words to maintain
iblicalintegrity, but even that was finally given up.

)wawe hope teachers and preachers will catch

€ errors, but often they are not caught, except by

e unfortunate students who are left confused and

incorrect. Oh that our defense of the faith once

4 delivered was rebuilt anew in every child we teach,

- everyyouthwe influence.

e Some have looked askance at this, insisting that
when we taught “truth,” it often result in bigotry and a
meanness of spirit. That is, of course, tragic, but truth
maintain in quietness and gentleness is what we are
called to be. Peter leaves us these instructions (1%
Peter 3:15-17) — “** But in your hearts revere Christ
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect, 1 keeping aelear conscience, so that those
who speak maliciouslyyagainst your good behavior
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. " For it
is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good
than for doing evil.”

This Issue is Filled
The concerns about the Future are again address
- by Co-Editor Wally Winner in his article on Jerusalem,
- the center of the coming battle of the Ages. But there
- are also an important consideration that Theology
Matters, by Angela Moore. We need to hear more of
B her and Tony’s story. Carlos Xavier story of the Last
I English Martyrreminds us that there is a cost to our
faith, further evidenced by the true story of John
Nisbet (Who? But when you read it you will be
challenged.)
Butwe're further challenged to consider that too
many churches are not growing, not for just numbers,
but for increasing members of God’s family. God did
it once inAets. No, many timesd in Acts, and wants
to do it againtoday. Church of God Board Chairman
Joe Myers really lays before us the importance of
seeing results!
‘We think this issue will lift you, prod you, and
encourage you in your walk of faith, a walk that will

come under increasi ssure as the times grow
dark.
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A FASCINATING STOR

Pastor Delbert Rankin

We began 2011 with the histories of God Bless America and Do You Hear What |
Hear?...Now let's close 2011 with the history of | Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.
Let’s take our minds back in time to a house in Cambridge, Massachusetts, a home that
would be tied to war. A pro-British fellow lived there, a house builtin 1759. American soil
was building momentum toward the Revolutionary War: cast off England’s king and bring
independence to this shore. As war drums beat louder, the house became vacant. It
was dangerous to stay there and support British control here.

When Boston was besieged, General George Washington commandeered that
house as his military headquarters and drew battle lines against England’s heavy thumb.
In 1776 George and Martha celebrated their 17th anniversary there, the year attributed
as the one of independence for America. After the war Andrew Craigie bought the
house. Widowed, Mrs Craigie turned it into a boarding house. It was then a man named
Henry boarded there. First a professor at Bowdoin College, second he became
professor at Harvard.

Traveling to study in Europe, Henry’s first wife Mary died in childbirth. That tragedy
interrupted his studies but he did run into a family and met a lady who was to be his
second wife, Frances. Henry and Fannie were married in July 1843. Fannie’s father
purchased the Craigie house as a wedding gift for them. If you listened socially, you
would know the drums of war began to slowly beat again.

Theological and social arguments concerning human slavery led to the split of the
Presbyterians in 1838, the Baptists in 1840, the Methodists in 1844, South versus North
in the country. Now Henry and Fanny were both Unitarian in persuasion and Pacifist in
conviction, two aspects in which (much of) the Church of God of Civil War days shared.

The evils of the world did vex them, though. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote a
series of poems regarding the ills of slavery full ten years before Harriet Beecher Stowe
published the stirring Uncle Tom'’s Cabin in 1852, which story brought the Longfellow’s
blood to ‘a boil.” By the late 1850s the judicial arena brought the issue to a peak.
Longfellow was at least 120 years ahead of his time in his personal conviction of racial
equality and civil rights.

So it was, American against American, brother against brother, faiths against their
own. Henry and Fannie maintained their pacifist stance, though to them as to most, Civil
War—an oxymoron in its own right—became an inevitable and supremely sad fact.
Hatred and bloodshed erupted. In 1861, two tragedies hit, one country-wide, one at the
Craigie house. Christmastime 1860 rebel military moves brought exchanges of fire on
April 12-13, 1861, which had no casualties in the hostilities. But it started the ‘snowball
rolling.” Later, on a hot July 10th, Fannie Longfellow’s hoopskirt accidentally caught fire.
Unable to quench the flames, Henry himself was badly burned and Fannie died the next
morning. Henry and several children were left. Grief and depression set in for Henry,
which was never fully overcome.

Christmases: for the next three years, indeed every holiday, were downers for him.
Eighteen years later he still was healing as he wrote the poem The Cross of Snow. He
continued, always, his pursuit of poetic literature. “Personal traumas...the loss of loved
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ones...trigger responses which often scream out for acknowledgement.”Too many fend
off feelings of difficult historical moments rather than healing by granting expression. —
Holiday Blues, Rappaport

On March 13, 1863 Henry received a letter. Four days earlier his eldest son Charles
had gone off and joined the Army of the Potomac, against his dad’s wishes. Impetuous,
“too precipitous,” Henry chided him. He still loved him but his concern for Charley
mushroomed. By promotion Charley was a lieutenant in the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry.
It wasn’t long before Charley had to return home to Craigie. He had contracted typhoid
and malaria. In his recovery he missed the Battle of Gettysburg on Pennsylvania soil, July
1-3, 1863. Buried was the bloody hatchet. Buried was the dreadful war club; Buried were
all warlike weapons, And the war-cry was forgotten. There was peace among the nations.
The Song of Hiawatha, Longfellow.

Pre-Civil War. Enter another saga. Latecomers in the Scotch-Irish emigration from
Northern Ireland to this land (maybe 1/4 million in the 1700s) were a Rankin family, 1839.
This family settled near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, just twenty-two years before the Civil
War. What brought the Scotch-Irish? Wanderlust? Persecution? Better life? Adventure?
All or a mix of the above. Whatever the reason, it seems this ethnicity put an exclamation
point upon it. If there was a cause to fight for, then the fight was to be fought
religiously...sometimes to the point of taking matters into one’s own hand. (See Leyburn’s
The Scotch-Irish. A Social History.)

Samuel and Mary Jane Rankin, people of no great reputation, had a family of five,
three of them boys, James, Samuel and John. Quick to take up the cause of their new
home, James Rankin was mustered into the Union Army of the Potomac with the 155th
Pennsylvania regiment on August 23, 1862, a part of the July call for 300,000 more
volunteers.

Come Gettysburg, July 1-3, 1863, the 155th Pennsylvania regiment saw battle. The
1st Massachusetts Cavalry came in on the second and third day of that fray, but remember
Charley Longfellow was home ill. Totals: 166,000 set in battle array, 7,863 dead, 37,325
wounded, captured or missing. General Meade continued after General Lee.

Come Mine Run Campaign, November 27 — December 2, 1863. The Army of the
Potomac came up against the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. The 155th
Pennsylvania regiment was there. Samuel Rankin enlisted, mustering into the 155th
Pennsylvania regiment November 12th, 1863, joining his brother James. Charles
Longfellow had rejoined his comrades of the 1st Massachusetts Cavalry. Totals: 129,000
setin battle array, 379 dead, 4,541, wounded, captured or missing.

Midway of the campaign, at the point of Payne Farm and New Hope Church—
November 29th—Henry Longfellow’s concerns for Charley became reality. A shot rang
out. Abullet tore into Charley Longfellow’s left shoulder, clipping his spine and exiting his
right shoulder. No, he didn’t die. He was shipped off to Washington, D.C. with the wounded.
Receiving a telegram December 1st, Henry Longfellow rushed off to D.C.

After seeking medical assistance for his son, he took Charles back home to the Craigie
house to recover. One conjectures:’Longfellow’s distress over Charley was symbolic of
the nation’s sorrow”—"split-divided-torn asunder...”

Come the Petersburg Campaign, June 15, 1864 —April 3, 1865, the last major eastern
effort of the Army of the Potomac leading to the end of the American Civil War, when
General Lee would surrender to General Grant at Appomattox. Casualties claimed 70,000.

Establishing the siege of After Petersburg, Virginia, a group of the 155th Pennsylvania
rushed the fortification on June 18th, 1864. After atime, James Rankin tried to retreat in
broad daylight. Shot down, he was 20. About six months later, February 6, 1865, and
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about two months before war’s end, Samuel Rankin fell at Dabney’s Mill and Hatcher’s
Run. He was 19. They were both taken back home to Pennsylvania for burial. Total
American Civil War carnage: 625,000, more lives of Americans lost than in the Revolutionary
War, World War |, World War II, Vietham and the War on Terror combined. (John Rankin
back home buried his brothers, had a family of eleven and moved to Kansas. His son John
married, had a family of seven, including my dad (Delbert Rankin), and moved to
Washington state. It was at this point in the late 1920s that the family lastingly came into
contact with the Church of God Abrahamic Faith and its gospel ministries.)

“Letus have peace.” —Ulysses S. Grant “I have only one desire; and that is for harmony
[reconciliation], and a frank and honest understanding between North and South.” Journal
1878

H.W. Longfellow It could be Henry realized that he could deal with grief and depression
by granting expression from the depths of his sentiment, for himself, for his immediate
family and for his broader desires for human kind. Because he was so popular with the
public, it could be he was touching poetically their heart strings. Whether he rejoiced over
the return of his son home or saw the end of the Civil War coming, it was on Christmas Day,
1864, that Henry Wadsworth Longfellow granted expression to the depths of his sentiment:
Christmas Bells*

| heard the bells on Christmas Day their old, familiar carols play
And wild and sweet the words repeat Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And though how, as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along the unbroken song of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime, A chant sublime of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed mouth* The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound the carols drowned of peace on earth, good-will to men!

It was as if an earthquake rent* the hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn the households born of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair | bowed my head; “There is no peace on earth,” | said,;
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace on earth, good-will to men!”

Then peeled the bells more loud and deep: “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth, good-will to men.”

*Henry Wadsworth Longfellow penned this December 25, 1864 as Christmas Bells.
Having referred to the American Civil War in two stanzas (*),

John Calkin excluded the two and put five stanzas to music in 1872, rearranging the stanzas,
slightly tweaking the words and renaming it (*) | Heard the Bells on Christmas Day: thisis
how it appears in the Church of God hymnal, Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs (1980),
hymn 98.

January eHerald - Page 6



Theology Matters

“We’'re all Theologians. The question is, is what we know about God true?”_*-:?'-

By Angela Moore

This past Saturday night at KidZone (a small group Bible study | teach to elementary aged
students), the Bible lesson was about Gideon from the book of Judges. Of course, when it came
to the teaching time, we went off script. It's amazing what you hear, when you let kids ask questions.
Many grown ups would be surprised at the depth of their understanding and the seriousness of
their questions. | take each question and each child seriously, and | often allow the discussion to
take on a life of its own, while still steering them, to ‘a certain extent, back onto our topic. But this
past Saturday night, one child asked, “Who made God?"

You see, the study of God is called Theology, and | believe that many adults, when they were
young children, never quite got their questions adequately answered, and as they grew, they
marked God down as a fantasy, like Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny, and then moved on with
their lives. They got busy with life; and then never paused to wonder again, about who made
God; where did He come from; has anyone ‘ever seen Him before; where does He live; How can
He be in heaven and be in everyone’s hearts at the same time; What does He look like, and
many, many more questions!. | think that if people really did pause occasionally to ask some of
these questions, to a person who really cared to listen and would help them grapple with these
issues, there would be a whole lot more believers in the world, than there are now.

Oh, a lot of adults have an ‘idea’ of what God is like, but many of the things that they think or
have imagined, aren’t based on the Scriptures at all! 'Even people who proclaim to be Christians,
are sitting in the pews, oblivious to who God really is. It's incredibly sad and this fact should
motivate all of us! It should'challenge us to go on a mission to study our Bibles and learn who
God really is, according to Scripture! It should move us, to want to share what we have learned,
with others, who are just beginning their pursuit of knowing the Almighty God!

So many people take for granted that they know God, but do they really? Have they really
sought to know Him, what He’s like, what pleases Him, what His purpose is for us, what He
expects us to have faith in, and what the whole point of creating us was all about? To find out is
life changing! To not know, and remain ignorant of God and His great plan for mankind, is maybe
the easy thing to do, but what are you missing? Is God real? If He is, will you be missing something
great if you don'’t believe? What exactly will you be missing?

| sincerely believe that if we begin to look into these bigger, deeper, wider concepts of the
Bible and seek to know and love God with all our hears, souls, mind and strength, we will not be
disappointed. Our relationship with our God will be intensified, become more intimate, and make
more sense than it did before we pursued our knowledge of Him. God knows every hair upon on
heads and knows us each by name. Sadly, many Christians don’t even know His Name! This
sholld not be! How can this ignorance of who God is, possibly be in the information world we live




= R -

intoday? It's a cryin’ shame is what itis, and every believer should be ashamed of ourselves for
not making getting to know the one and only true living God awesome, and instead look so
dry, boring and crusty that no one ever wants what we have! We should show kids and adult s
alike, what an amazing, exciting, thrilling, fun, awesome thing it is to study and know

the Creator of the universe!  To see Him with eyes that yearn for the day in which He will come
to dwell with mankind on the earth and brush away our tears. We should be so in love with this
God, who we know so intimately, that we cry out to Him, “Daddy!” and feel His Presence comforting
us, when our hearts ache and our lives feel too overwhelming to live without faith in Him. This
type of knowledge and understanding of our Heavenly Father takes an investment of time on our
parts, and we have to do the hard thing, and spend some time with our nose in our Bible, looking
and seeking to know the one true God.

That is Theology, my friend! ‘And if you haven’t studied it before, | do not recommend Josh
Harris’ book, but rather suggest Greg Deuble's book, “They never told me THIS in church "
along with studying the Scriptures with a fine tooth comb, as if turning over every rock looking for
every possible clue that you can find, to see who this great and awesome, holy God is, who alone
Is good! If your relationship with' God is stale and boring, it certainly isn’t HIS fault! Only your own
concept and understanding of who God is will make our Maker appear dull. How well do you
really know Him?

So, are you wondering how | answered the child who asked “Who made God ?” Do you
want to know? Do you think | knew the answer? Why, of course | didn’t know! And I told him so!
This is what | said: “No one knows how God came to exist, we just know that the Bible tells us
that He always has. He had no beginning and He has no end. The Bible also tells us that no one
has ever seen Him before. (I Tim. 6:16; Exadus 33:20). So, if someone tells you that they don’t
believe in God, what do you say? |s there a God? 'Why, absolutely! How do we know this to be
true? Justlook at creation. How many different kinds of flowers are there? Trees? What about
the human body?” | spent some time exclaiming how cool our eyeballs are constructed, and our
legs are made up of muscle, tissue, ligaments, etc! You getthe picture! And then | told them, that
the Bible says, “that man is without excuse, because of creation. (Romans 1:20). We KNOW
there must be an intelligent Creator behind all of this, and that's our God.” Of course, we
went on to talk about other things, but it was a very good question, from a child who wasn’t afraid
toask. Ordoubt. Orwonder. We adults need that freedom to do the same thing. Ask. Doubt.
Wonder. Care! And then grapple with the answers. Search our Bible diligently! Ask
people you know, who you know have studied their Bibles to discuss things with you. Find good
resources out there to study. There are a plethora of books and websites available that have
more information than we can ever consume in a lifetime. www.kingdomready.org &
www.christianmonotheism.com are great places to start. Begin to study God (a.k.a. Theology).
Don’t be intimated. Yes, it's a little overwhelming, but you have to start someplace. Why not start
with studying who God is, for if we are to believe in Him, worship Him, love Him, serve Him, and
obey Him, shouldn’t we know Him ? Getting to know God is never boring and it will change
your life when you get to know the one true God, Yahweh.

Theology does matter.
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.
And | will be found by you,” declares YHWH.”
Jeremiah 29:13-14a. (emphasis mine).
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Can Churches
Still Grow?

By Kent Ross

Whenever we look into the Book of Acts, we’re struck
with the expansion of the New Testament church. It started
with 120, but at the end of that Day of Pentecost there
were 3,120. As you follow the church in those early years
it is astounding to see their growth, which seemed
exponential. The story in Acts is of phenomenal growth.
Notice

1:20 — about 120

2:41 — 3000 were added that day
4: 4 — number of men grew to 5000
5:14 — more men and women believed and were added to their number

6: 1—inthose days when the number of disciples was increasing

6: 7 —the number in Je3rusalem increased rapidly

8:12 —when they believed, they were baptized, both men and women

9:42 — many people believed in the Lord

11:21 — a great number of people were brought to the Lord

11:26 — Saul/Paul met with the church and taught great numbers of people

13:43 — many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas

14: 1 —agreat number of Jews and Gentiles believed

14.:21 — preached the good news and won a large number of disciples

16: 5—churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in number.

And so the story goes.

But that is hardly the experience of most churches today. True, there are a few mega churches today
that regularly have attendances in the thousands. These churches would hardly be preaching doctrines
that we feel are Biblical, but somehow and in some way people respond to what they do preach and
teach or exemplify in how they do church.

Is the only way to have a dynamically growing church today is to begin preaching a more acceptable

“gospel,” one that is more familiar to more people, that doesn’t demand a careful perusal and reading of
Scripture? Is it that we need to change? If so, to change what and to what?
* Paulwarns again preaching another gospel, so itis still the gospel of the New Testament that must
be preached. Itis still again Jesus the Son of God and His sacrifice on the Cross for the sins of the world
and the coming Kingdom of God that will be established on this earth when Christ literally returns to this
planet and raises the dead to life everlasting. Those remain non-negotiable.

But if those are faithfully being preached, then why are so few churches that preach such things show
signs of significant growth? Or do they? Is growth in numbers the only measure of success? No, butitis
one measure, and not one to be ignored.

The reason is that the Bible indicates that God, Himself, is not willing for any to perish, but for all to
come to eternal life. Now if that is His desire, so much so that He was willing for His Only Begotten Son
to give His life for that reason, how can that not be of utmost priority in our mission?

There seem to be two truisms to consider regarding how churches can grow. Can they again have
the phenomenal growth they had in Acts?

Before we feebly answer “No, maybe not,” consider:
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1) Is God unable to help that happen again?

2) Is Jesus’ death still applicable to men’s sin?

3) Does Jesus still direct the Holy Spirit of God in the work of His Church?
The answer to those three is simple:

1) Is God unable? NO

2) IsJesus’ death still applicable? YES

3) Do Jesus still direct God’s Holy Spirit among us? YES

Then we should consider these two principles and their implications. These principles are quite
simple, but as in all things, the “devil” seems to be in the details. While we may easily agree with the two
principles, carrying them out seems beyond many churches.

Principle One : The Pastor(s) must want the church to grow and be willing to pay the price.

Principle T wo: The Church must want to grow and be willing to p ay the price.

As regards Principle One, you might expect the answer to be that, “Of course, all pastors want the
church to grow! Duh!” However thought it is seemingly true that all pastors want the church to grow, itis
often only in a vague generalized sense. Any pastore would want the church they pastore to grow from
20to 30, thento 40, and thento 75 and then to 100. .. and thento. ..

But wait a minute. If the “devil” is in the details, then what about the second part of Principle One?
They must be willing to pay the price. Just what is the price? If you advertised that every person that
attened your church next Sunday would be given a crisdp $50 bill, the expectation might be that your
attendance would increase dramatically. The more you let people know what they would receive, the
more you might continue to grow Sunday after Sunday. However, being as most don’t have an Uncle
Scrooge and his money bin, we probably couldn’t continue that, even if that were our approach.

Or we could change what is preached and taugtht to something more acceptable than what is Biblical.
Buit we earlier said that is also unacceptable. Well, then what is the price a pastor may need to be
willing to pay. These come to/ mind:

1) He or she must seek the Holy Spirit's empowerment for what is to happen;
2) He or she must be prepared to work hard at:

a) Preparing sermons that preach truth and touch people’s hearts.

b) Work at extending their outreach into their community.

3) He or she must spend significant time in prayer for their own ministry, and seek God’s leading and
power;

4) They must prepare to minister to the people the Lord sends their way. They must have a plan in mind
to teach those who come, a plan for the discipling of those who come, and a plan for leading all those
new ones into their own ministries.

Now all of that demands the pastor(s) spend time planning, praying and preparing to
respond to what the Lord does in their midst. If the Lord wants His lost people found, then we must be
prepared when He begins to send them our way.

Of course, there may be things we can do to encourage people to come, but in those early days in
Acts, they didn’t know much about “outreach and evangelism.” All they knew is what they had seen and
experienced, and God gave the increase.

But what about Principle Two? That is almost equally important: the Church must want to grow and

be willing to pay the price. Again, an automatic response is “Yes, our church wants to grow. Of course.
Duh!” And that is generally true, but again the “devil” is in the details.
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It should be noted here that in some instances a pastor i.n wanting the church to grow and being
willing to pay the price of hard, hard work, can, with the Lord’s help, bring people to faith and increase
their ministry, BUT if the church isn’t willing to pay the price, he will finally wear down and leave, and the
church will drop back to those lower levels where everybody denies wanting to be, but where they are
comfortable.

The price a church must pay is also high, and many when they realize what it means find themselves
unwilling to pay the price. Itis “too high” in some way. Consider the price a church must be willing to pay:
1) They must want the Lord to work His work in their midst and be willing to yield to that;

2) They must be willing to give generously because they believe this is God’s will for them;
3) They must be willing to let the pastor lead. This may be the most difficult of all, because many churches
don’t trust a pastor, or aren’t willing to yield their authority to him or her. A careful reading of Hebrews

13 brings two concerns to mind, and why many congregations “decide” that growing their church and

reaching the lost, though regrettable is not for them:

First—13:7 - " Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider

the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith

Second —13:17 - Y Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority,

because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this
so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to
you.

In the first instance there is a decision, on the part of some, that the leaders aren’t
trustworthy. Their lives betray that what they say is not how they live and their very lives betray them. If this
IS S0, then it is needful to change leadership for the leader must be trustworthy.

However, at times, the charges against the leader are scurrilous and subsequent evidence betrays
that the charges against the leader are, in fact, false. Attimes it is a small group, with evil intent, that can
bring down good leadership and the outreach that could have been in stymied. Thus itis true that such
charges against leadership must be substantiated beyond mere rumor.

Even the Apostle Paul saw the work God had given him to do stymied and weakened by men'’s evil
charges, unsubstantiated charges (Acts 13:45 - When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with
jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him.). Being an Apostle,
he spoke against them with strong words, and even warned of dire consequences (see also Romans
16:17,18; and 2" Timothy 4:9-15).

Of Course Churches CAN Grow!

| think that can be said unequivocally. God wanted it to happen then, and His people, the Lord’s
church, responded and went in to all the world preaching the goods news of Jesus and of the Kingdom
of God.

God takes no pleasure in the wicked remaining wicked and would that all might come to salvation.
‘As | live,” says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live” (Ezekiel 33:11).

God’s armis not shortened, or weaker now than then. His desire remains for ALL to come to salvation.

Thus it was given into our hands. Weak they might be. Few there are, but “they” were weak then, and
there were but thatfew . . . about 120 . . . but with the power of God those few changed their world.

A world that again needs to hear the call to change and follow the ways of God to His coming Kingdom.

Let not Demas be our model!

Demas was once commended — Col. 4:14 commendation, Philemon 1:24
But Demas lost his first love, and then . . .
Paul said Demas has forsaken me — 2" Timothy 4:9

A Call to His church to awake, receive his power, even in doubt and fear and go forth as they did after

their Day of Pentecost. May His Spirit fall afresh on us.
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Covenanter John Nisbet Rejoiced to Be Hanged
By Dan Graves, MSL

When John Wycliffe sent his barefoot preachers throughout England in the 14th-century,
carrying the Scripture in English, and calling for real heart changes, his message crossed
the border into Scotland. There Murdoch Nisbet heard and believed. He acquired one of
the rare English-language manuscripts of the Bible. Murdoch’s son, grandson and great
grandson followed his footsteps of faith. The great-grandson was John Nisbet of Hardhill.
(A great-great grandson, James Nisbet wrote his story).

John fought for the Reform faith on the European continent during the Thirty Years’
War. Then he returned to his native Scotland and fought some more. King Charles II's
government drove hundreds of pastors from their pulpits and perpetrated many other
outrages of a religious nature. This led a number of Scots to take up weapons. (Their
theology taught that it was allowable to fight in preservation of religious freedom.

In 1666 John marched with a group of Covenanters which was attacked on Rullion
Green. Outnumbered four to one and short of weapons, the covenanters fought valiantly
but suffered defeat. Wounded in seventeen places, John was left for dead. He recovered,
and wandered as a fugitive for years. His brave wife and children were thrown out of their
home and some died of hunger, cold and disease. Eventually, while at prayer with three
others, John was attacked by a party of dragoons, led by one of his cousins. In the desperate
fight that followed, he was wounded seven times. The men with him were shot through
their heads on the spot, but John was kept alive because of the reward offered for him.
Taken to Edinburgh, he was tried. He told his captors he would rather die than lie (by
pretending to change his faith). He was condemned to death.

Despite his serious wounds, he was loaded with chains weighing 100 pounds. Under
this harsh treatment, he rejoiced all the more, claiming he’d had a vision of God so intense
it would have killed him if God hadn’t given him the strength to bear it. “It has pleased Him
[God] to give me such real impression of unspeakable glory as without constant and
immediate supports from the Giver will certainly overwhelm me,” he said.

The prospect of being hanged on Friday only made him happier. “O for Friday! O for
Friday! O Lord, give patience to wait Thy appointed time!”

He wrote his last will and testament. In it he said, “Be not afraid at His sweet, lovely
and desirable cross, for although | have not been able because of my wounds to lift up or
lay down my head [without help] yet | was never in better case all my life.”

On this day Friday, December 4, 1685, the soldiers led him to his execution. Witnesses
said his face shone in anticipation of glory. He exclaimed, “I have longed the